Alconbury Brook Flood Group Report September 2023

215t October Flood Event: We had 46mm or rain in Alconbury and 53mm of rain in Great Gidding, more than recorded during the
December 2020 flood. As far as we know nobody had flood water indoors, but several people had water 15-20 cm from coming in.
Although the Flood Group like to think it has made a small contribution to our not flooding the main reason was that there was space in
the soil for some water which reduced the impact of the rainfall. A number of people noticed that the water seemed to be slower to go
away. An explanation may be that the rainfall came in three heavy pulses, with one quite late on in the storm. No property flooding, but
there was an impact, Quite a number of people were cut off for up to 12 hours.

We value all data and observations, photographs etc, please send them to info@alconburyfloodgroup.uk

EA flood alleviation scheme: The initial report from the modellers was disappointing and seemed that on the basis of modelling alone
the large benefit value needed for a scheme would be difficult to show. Further work on the model has led to a slightly more optimistic
assessment. The EA is using additional evidence including the photos and videos provided by the community and village visits are likely
to try to strengthen the evidence of benefit.

GreenBlue: As soon as the funding for this project arrives work will start on the Memorial Hall scheme. We have had a preliminary
conversation with the Sports and Social Club Playing Field Charity regarding installing rainwater gardens on their site. (Many
thanks in advance for the funding for this from Anglian Water which we understand is imminent)

Volunteers were busy on 2 Saturdays during October with a good amount of work done downstream of the ford in Alconbury
Weston. In addition a team seeded the scrape we constructed earlier in the year with wild flowers for damp places. We were
delighted that some people borrowed our tools and did sections of the brook bank themselves. Many thanks to all concerned.
There are more volunteer events planned, please contact info@alconburyfloodgroup.uk to help

Alconbury Weston Pond Archaeology: The first step is complete and the brief for the archaeologists has been prepared. We are very
grateful to the Parish Councils who together have paid for this stage. We still hope that actual excavation of the pond will take place
& December/January..

Harts Pond: Volunteers have cleared the site and the excavation will take place during w/c
30/10.(Big thank you) This is a strategically useful pond to restore since Mile Brook tributary
contributes a lot to the overall flow in the villages. We are very grateful to the Wildlife Trust for
Beds, Cambs and Northants for funding this project. In addition to flood alleviation the restored
pond will provide a haven for wildlife.

Charity: A less than subtle reminder that We now have a Just Giving Page: The Alconbury
Brook Flood Group - JustGiving.

Nitrate measurement: Volunteers have carried out a third survey during October. Now that the brook is flowing levels are much higher.

Again debris in the brook at Hinchingbrooke Country Park is still there despite our request that it be removed. Nuns Bridge is still badly
blocked topped off with a supermarket trolley. The debris may block the bridge and the trolley may get stuck in Garkies Sluice.

Deep Roots Project: Seed drilling on the first trial plots is complete. In November we plan a volunteer soil science day to make a variety
of measurements. Special Seed that has been created for us has been sown at Great Gidding and on Alconbury Allotments. These will
grow into deep rooted varieties of seed mixes used as part of the Countryside Stewardship scheme.. We have about 40 experimental
plots altogether some with just the special seed mix and others with added worms, or special bacteria, or special fungi which encourage
root growth. If these trials are successful then the soil with deep rooted plants may be able to soak up an extra 1 or 2 litres of rain water
per square meter (or 10-20 tonnes of rain per hectare) We are very grateful to Cowpastures Farm who are hosting the larger trial and
Anglian Water who are funding part of the project.

Mill Road Drains Very timely on-site meeting with Councillor lan Gardener and two CCC colleagues at Mill Rd bend on 20th October. They
were able to view the impact of surface flooding at the bend with cars on the wrong side of the road and ultimately with 2 vehicles breaking
down and blocking the road for 48hrs. A request was made for road closed signs to be provided. Significant other observation was that water
had accumulated at the bend even before the Brook broke the bank at the Village sign. This has now prompted further follow-up by CCC to
establish the exact source of the water and to plot and improve the outflow from the culverts around the Village sign into the Brook

Brampton Cross. the developers had a very good insight at the 20th Oct event of the mood and attitude of residents towards
any possible flood risk increase, emphasised by having to wade through flood water to even get to the venue!

The Flood Group will be making presentations to the HDC Climate Change Conference later this month and separately to the new Chief
Executive of the Council

Contact us at: info@alconburyfloodgroup.uk
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