ALCONBURY WESTON PARISH COUNCIL

www.alconburywestonparish-pe.gov.uk
Parish Clerk: Louise Clowery
& Manor Farm Cottages Warboys Road Pidley Cambridgeshire PE28 3DA
parishclerk@alconburyweston-pe.gov.uk
Tel: 01487 500 115

Minutes of the Alconbury Weston Parish Council meeting held on Monday 20th May 2024 at Alconbury Sports
& Social Club, Alconbury, PE28 4EX at 7.00pm.

Counciliors present; Councillor A. Stone, Councillor J. Baker, Councillor. P. Baker, Councillor M. Mobius, Councillor
N. Morton, Councillor M. Waring.

Also present: Mrs. L. Clowery (Clerk), Members of the Public: 1.

Public question time: A member of the public asked if we had an update on the LH! bid for the dragon’s
teeth markings fo the entrances of the village. Councillor Stone confirmed that the outcome is not due
until June/July.

017-24-25 - ELECT CHAIR AND SIGN ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE — Due to the resignation of Councilior Stone the
position for chairman was filled by Councillor P. Baker with all in favour except one who abstained from the vote.

018-24-25 - ELECT VICE-CHAIR AND SIGN ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE ~ Councillor J. Baker offered to stand again
as vice-chairman and this was approved by all.

Councillor N. Morton resigned from the council and departed from the meeting.
019-24-25 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - Councillor |. Gardener

020-24-25 - DECLLARATIONS OF INTEREST
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary and Other Interests, as set out in Chapter 7 of the Localism Act 2011
and the nature of those interests relating to any Agenda item. — None received.

021-24-25 - PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY

To receive and consider applications for co-option — The Clerk only received confirmation from HDC on Thursday 231
May to proceed with the co-option due to no local election being called. There has been one application so far which
the Clerk will circulate to the councillors for consideration before the June meeting.

022-24-25 - PLANNING
22.1 To resolve to submit comments on applications where appropriate:
e Reference: 24/00508/FUL
Proposal: Subdivision of an existing dwelling to form 2. Dwellings.
Address: The Bungalow, Old Vinegar Hill, Alconbury Weston, Huntingdon, PE28 4JG

This application did not raise any concerns, comments or observations. It was decided that the council
would submit a response of “Neither support, nor object”.

= Reference: 22/00549/FUL
Proposal: Erection of new equestrian stables and manege and associated works
Address: Buckworth Lodge Stud, Buckworth Road, Alconbury Weston, Huntingdon, PE28 4JX

The site for Planning application 24/00548/FUL is in the countryside, which the application
acknowledges. Huntingdonshire Local Plan LP 10 states that ‘Development in the countryside will be
restricted to the limited and specific opportunities as provided for in other policies of this plan’. The
site of this application is close to the built-up boundary of the village and a footpath runs through the
field. The field is of permanent pasture with significant numbers of wild flowers present and has
historically been grazed by cattle and horses. The change of use to an equestrian complex will
significantly change the vista, which the Parish Council believes is & significant change to the ‘intrinsic
character and beauty of the countryside’. We do not believe that there is a requirement for this
development at the proposed site. There are other locations on the current site of Buckworth Lodge

Stud Ltd that will meet this need.




This application must satisfy LP19 — Rural Economy. This application falls into the category of
expansion of an existing business. As this application is to expand the business outside of its current
operational site into open countryside it must meet several criteria. The Parish Council notes that the
application fails to satisfy the following criteria:

1. There are opportunities to make more efficient use of the land within the current site. There
would appear to be opportunity to build additional stables on the current site of Buckworth Lodge Stud
Ltd. The second access that was recently built to the current site was to provide access to the current
business and the new stable block could be located close to this entrance. However, the business
would need additional grazing land if the new stables were built and this recently acquired field could
fulfil that requirement by a short internal transit from the current site for the horses to access this field.
This access has already been constructed.

2. The scale, character and siting of the proposal will have a detrimental impact on its immediate
surroundings and the wider landscape.

The scale of the stables being proposed is too great for the site on which the development is
proposed. The site area is declared to be 4.8 Hectares. This is 11.86 acres. The BHS recommends 1-
1.5 acres per horse. Assuming 1 acre per horse, and the footprint of the stables/manege was
negligible then a maximum of 12 horses could be supported on the site for which the stables are
propesed. The site cannot support 25 horses.

The supplied documentation states that hay deliveries will occur every 1-2 months. The proposed hay
store is undersize to provide hay for 25 horses for 1 month. A separate hay/feed store, in addition to
the proposed store will be required for an equestrian development of this size.

There is no proposed internal access road to the current site of Buckworth Lodge Stud Ltd from the
new development premises. Access from Buckworth Lodge Stud Ltd is only via public road, and this
makes the development a new site for the business outside of its existing operational site, not an
extension of the current site.

If there is a need for stables on this site then the stables could be sited immediately adjacent to the
current business site, at the North end of the field in which the development is proposed. Access from
the public highway would be via the 2 established entrances from Buckworth Road that the business
currently uses, and internally through the entrance to this field that has been constructed from the
current business site. The proposed access to the highway would not be required, and any new
stables would not be easily seen from the public road.

There does not appear to be any design within the development to store and treat the foul
sewage/effluent and trade waste from the 25 horses that will be on site. This could cause significant
environmental issues if not dealt with correctly.

The applicants have recently purchased this field and since purchasing the land they have not grazed
any horses on the site. It is claimed that the site of this proposed development has always been
associated with the equestrian business. It has been used intermittently as grazing land, both for
cattle and more recently for shire horses when they have not been working. There has been no
previous equestrian use of the land. Unless there has been a recent change of use submitted, then
this land is classed as agricultural land and an application for change of use to equestrian would be
required.

22.2 To receive an update on previous applications:

23/02503/REM ~ Land north of Butchers Close ~ Still showing as “in progress”
24/00386/CLED ~ Land adjacent to New Farm Buckworth Road — Approved
23/02390/FUL — Land East of 1-4 Hill Top Cottage — Still showing as “in progress”

22,3 HDC Enforcement issues ~ Councillor P, Baker will talk to Councillor I. Gardener about the outstanding
enforcernent issues.

023-24-25 - TO CONFIRM APPCINTMENT OF PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES TO THE FOLLOWING
GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR: -

¢ & o & & & & o

Grass cutting & village green - Councillor

Speedwatch Liaison & SID data and battery change - Councillor

Communication with Parishioners — Facebook, Website & Parish Pump - Councillor
Flood Emergency Planning - Councillor

Flood Alleviation - Councillor

Flood Warden - Councillor

Play Area - Councillor

Parish Paths & Trees — Councillor

Planning - Coungillor

Neighbourhood Plan - Councillor




= Woolley Hill Wind Farm Grant Body Liaison - Councillor
(TABFG) Flood Group ~ Meeting Representative - Councillor
* Alconbury Sporis & Social Club — Meeting Representative ~ Councilior

This item was deferred until the June meeting.

024-24-25 - MINUTES
To confirm as a correct record the Minutes of the Meeting of the Councit heid on 22nd April 2024

Proposer - Councillor J. Baker ~ Seconder — Councillor M. Waring

025-24-25 - REPCRT FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCH.L.OR — None received as Councillor Gardener is
attending the DMC meeting tonight instead.

026-24-25 - THE ALCONBURY BROOK FLOOD GROUP (TABFG)
26.1 To note TABFG report — Report received and circulated
26.2. To receive and resolve any other matters — No other matters raised.

027-24-25- REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES AND RESOLVE ANY ACTICNS IDENTIFIED
27.1 Highways, Speedwatch and SID ~ Clirs Stone, Morton
e SID Block graph data
e LHI Bid progress report
s  Speedwaich report

This item was deferred until the June meeting

27.2 Play area — Clr J. Baker
o Play area repairs update — No update received on this item.
* Quote for play equipment and astro turf — No update received on this item.
+ Catalogue for choice of equipment - No update received on this item.
¢ Quote for extension to circular bench. — This remains outstanding. Councillor J. Baker will
follow up.

27.3 Parish Trees — Clir Morton — This item was deferred until the June meeting

27.4 Communication with parishioners — Chr Stone
o Content for Social Media - Parish Pump & Facebook

This item was deferred until the June meeting

27.5 Woolley Hill Wind Farm Grant Body Liaison— Clir Stone
e Fund Report

This item was deferred until the June meeting

27.6 Parish Online — Ciir Mobius — Councillor Mobius highly recommends that all councillors have access to
this due to the information available. It was agreed to add all assets to this account.

27.7 Village Hall - Clir Mobius — It was asked what the villages plans were for the future, but given that we do
not currently have any land where a village hall would be able to be built it was felt that this item should go on
hold until further notice.

27.8 Communication with HDC — ClIr Mobius — Councillor Mobius raised concerns with the lack of response
from HDC when he tries to contact and other councillors agreed. It was agreed that these concerns would be
documented by Councillor Mobius and sent to the Clerk to forward on to HDC.

27.9 Bus shelter on Ermine Street — Cllr Mobius — Councillor Mobius addressed the broken glass on the bus
shelter, but as this is not our asset this needs to be reported on the CCC portal.

028-24-25 - COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTION LEVY (CIL) PAYMENT
e Lectum - Councillor Mobius to research options for consideration for the next meeting.
» Village Hall/Astro Turf — This option is on hold due to the purchase of the land.

=




e Combined large notice board/book library — Councillor Mobius to research options for
consideration for the next meeting.

029-24-25 - ALCONBURY WESTON PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
To receive update and resolve actions

Councillor Waring is still waiting for the grant application window to open. It was agreed for him to proceed with the
preparations of the neighbourhood plan.
The maps are progressing well now that Councillor Mobius has access to Parish online.

030-24-25 - ORDERS FOR PAYMENT
Resolve May 2024 payments:

Mrs L. Clowery Clerk's Salary for April £289.60
HMRC Clerk’s Tax for April £72.40
Scribe Accounts renewal £328.32
BEAM Grass cutting £285.00
Mrs. L. Clowery Clerk's expenses £37.93
Morgan’s Handyman | Handyman materials £654.80
Services

Ask.IT 2 year domain name £73.20

registration

Morgan's Handyman | Noticeboard repairs £300.00
Services

Proposer — Councillor M. Waring Seconder — Councillor J. Baker

031-24-25 - FINANCE
31.1 Monies received and bank reconciliation. The bank reconciliation is outstanding due to the completion of the end
of year accounts. The Clerk will present two months at the June meeting.

032- 24-25 - ANNUAL RETURN AND STATEMENT OF GOVERNANCE
Annual Governance and Accountability Return for year ending 31 March 2024
(a) Carry out a review of the effectiveness of the system of internal control and consider any
findings
{b) Approve by resolution the Annual Governance Statement
(c) Consider the Accounting Statements
(d) Approve by resolution the Accounting Statements for signing by the Chair and
Responsible Financial Officer (Clerk)

The accounts are stilt with the internal auditor. The Clerk will present these for approval at the
June meeting.

033-24-25- APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2024/25
To confirm the re-appointment of Evolve Accountancy as Internal Auditors for the financial year 2023/24
— This was approved by all councillors.

034-24-25 - MATTERS FOR INFORMATION - To receive and note — Agenda items for June meeting

The frequency of our Parish meetings.

New road sign is required opposite the White Hart on North Road.

Buckworth Road — The Gateway entrance to Alconbury Weston. The planter has been damaged.

035-24-25 - DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING Monday 24" June 2024, Alconbury Sports and Social Club

The meeting closed at 8.29pm.
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