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1. Introduction 

1.1. Purpose of the Plan. 

1.1.1. The purpose of Alconbury Weston having a neighbourhood Plan is to define 
the aspirations and needs of residents and businesses within the Parish so that 
they have to be taken into account when local planning authorities, such as 
Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC), Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) 
and the secretary of state make planning decisions.  

1.1.2. Neighbourhood Plans, when complete, form part of the statutory 
development plan for an area. They will be used to promote and guide what 
goes where and, importantly, will be used to help determine planning 
applications.  

1.1.3. The Alconbury Weston Parish Council consider that this is an important right 
to exercise, and in 2022 the Parish Council applied for the parish area (see 
Figure 1) to be designated a neighbourhood planning area. Huntingdonshire 
District Council (HDC) approved this application in August 2022. Following 
designation and consultation, the Parish Council has prepared and published 
this version of the Neighbourhood Plan.  

1.1.4. The Neighbourhood Plan seeks to represent one part of the development 
plan for the Parish over the period 2025 to 2036. For clarity, the development 
plan consists of any planning policies currently adopted by the local planning 
authority, Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC), Cambridgeshire County 
Council (CCC) and this Neighbourhood Plan.  

1.1.5. The policies in this Plan take account of HDC’s Local Plan1, which came into 
force in 2019 and covers the period up to 2036.  

1.1.6. The Plan therefore provides the local community with a powerful tool to 
guide the long-term future of Alconbury Weston and the surrounding 
countryside for the period 2024 to 2036. The Plan allows all residents to 
exercise an element of control of the management of planning issues and 
developments within the community. It is not just for the Parish Council but for 
all residents both current and future. The Plan contains a vision for the future 
of Alconbury Weston Parish and sets out clear planning policies to realise this 
vision.  

1.1.7. In order to develop the Neighbourhood Plan, Alconbury Weston Parish 
Council took control of the process, led by a councillor who called on a number 
of other local volunteers. It has been prepared with support from the local 
people, statutory bodies, local businesses and Huntingdonshire District Council.  

1.1.8. An application for Neighbourhood Area designation was approved by HDC in 
August 20222. 

1.1.9. The map in Figure 1 below shows the boundary of the Neighbourhood Plan 
area, which is the administrative boundary of Alconbury Weston Parish.  

 
1 HDC Local Plan to 2036 dated 2019. 
2 Email from Frances Schulz, senior planning officer approving NP, dated 15:32 on 9 August 2022. 
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Figure 1: Alconbury Weston Parish Map and Neighbourhood Area. 

1.1.10. The principal purpose of the Neighbourhood Plan is to guide development 
within the Parish and provide guidance to anyone wishing to submit a planning 
application for development within the Parish. The process of producing a plan 
has sought to engage and involve the community as widely as possible and the 
different topic areas are reflective of matters that are considered important to 
Alconbury Weston, its residents, businesses and community groups.  

 
1.1.11. Alconbury Weston is located in the Huntingdonshire district of 

Cambridgeshire. The nearest town is Huntingdon, located approximately 4 
miles to the East. The A1 lies to the East of the village and bisects the parish. 
Huntingdon has a mainline station providing a good railway service to London 
and Peterborough (for the North).  

 
1.1.12. A map of Huntingdonshire that situates Alconbury Weston is at Figure 2. 
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Figure 2: Map showing how Alconbury Weston relates to Huntingdonshire. 

1.2. Preparing the Plan 

1.2.1. Neighbourhood Plans have to be prepared following a procedure set by 
government, summarised in Figure 3. The Plan was revised following responses 
from residents, the Regulation 14 and 16 consultations and then passed to an 
independent examiner. A Parish wide Referendum was then organised by 
Huntingdonshire District Council, allowing residents to vote on whether to 
accept the Plan. If more than 50% of the votes cast are in favour of the Plan, the 
Plan would be “made” i.e., accepted at HDC’s Full Council meeting, and carry 
full weight in the planning process. (once plan is made text TBC) 
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1.2.2. The Plan was approved by the residents at the Referendum on (insert Date) 
with **%in favour and formally “made” at HDC’s Full Council meeting held on 
the (insert Date)3. (TBC) 

 

Figure 3: The Neighbourhood Planning Process 

1.3. Monitoring the Plan 

1.3.1. Alconbury Weston Parish Council, known as the ‘Qualifying Body’, will be 
responsible for maintaining and periodically revisiting the Plan to ensure it is up 
to date and to monitor delivery. 
 

1.3.2. The Parish Council will actively monitor how the policies within the 
neighbourhood plan are being implemented. This will be summarised in a 
report produced by the Parish Council annually and published on the Parish 
Council website. 

 

1.4. Community Action Plan 

1.4.1. The consultation process identified a number of issues and potential projects 
that could not be addressed through the policies in this document. These are 
captured in a separate document as a Community Action Plan4, on the Parish 
Council website. The Parish Council will consider how these issues and ideas 
might be taken forward in partnership with residents and other organisations. 
 

1.5. How the Neighbourhood Plan is Organised 

 
3 Insert Reference for HDC Council Meeting. 
4 Community Action Plan Reference TBA. 

Regulation 14 
Formal 

Consultation 

Preparing the 
Plan, including 

informal 
consultation 

Designation of the 
Neighbourhood 

Area 

HDC 
Regulation 16 
Consultation 

Submit Plan to 
HDC 

Revise Plan 

Examination Modify Plan Referendum 
Plan “made” 
(accepted) 
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1.5.1. The Plan is divided into the following sections:  
 

• S2: Local Context – a history of Alconbury Weston, along with a summary of the 
way we are today.  

• S3: The vision for Alconbury Weston and the key issues that have influenced the 
Plan.  

• S4: District and County Planning – where we fit within the Local Plan5. 

• S5: Demographic Profile and Social Trends – a statistical look at the population, 
their age, health, work profile and house ownership.  

• S6: Alconbury Weston: 2024 – 2036 (Community and Development Objectives) – 
Demographic profile and trends, along with land use, businesses, transport, 
leisure and community facilities. Community and development objectives, along 
with the associated policies.  

• Appendix A: History and Heritage – A more detailed look. 

• Appendix B: A list of the referenced documents.  

• Appendix C: Local Green Spaces – A summary of their attributes. 

1.6.  Basis of the Plan 

 
1.6.1.  The results of surveys of residents and local businesses in the 

Neighbourhood Area carried out in March 2023 provides the basis for the 
policies contained within this Plan. 
 

1.6.2. We did not have response rate that was hoped for by the Parish Council, with 
the responses providing data covering 30% of the residents of the Parish. 
Throughout this Plan we have reflected the concerns and desires expressed by 
residents who responded to the Survey. 
 

1.6.3. Business questionnaires were sent to all major businesses in the 
Neighbourhood Area. Also, businesses were provided a link to the Business 
Questionnaire in the Residents’ Survey.  
 

1.6.4. Where we have drawn conclusions about local demographics, we have 
compared our numbers with that found for our Parish in the ONS census 2021 
data. This data in turn is estimated and the website contains the following 
warning:  

 Please note that these most recent estimates are not released 
officially at parish level or to the latest parish boundaries by the Office 
of National Statistics or Cambridgeshire County Council. The data 
contained within this report has derived from a best-fit aggregation of 
smaller level geographies to try and give the best possible insight into 
parish level. 

 
 

 
5 Huntingdonshire’s Local Plan to 2036 dated May 2019. 
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1.6.5. Our survey data was similar to that reported in the 2021 census and we feel 
justified in drawing the conclusions used in the Plan from our survey data. 
 

2. History of Alconbury Weston 

2.1. We have an early history and settlement in the parish dating back to Neolithic 
times. In the Roman period roads ran from Alconbury Weston to Alconbury, 
Bedford and beyond down Ermine Street to London. 
 

2.2. Our broad layout is Saxon/Early Medieval, and the earliest ‘scheduled’ monument is 
the pillars supporting the upstream footbridge over the Alconbury Brook (Figure 4), 
possibly called the River Emma previously. There are two ancient listed milestones, 
one relocated to the top of Alconbury Hill is a grand structure (Figure 5). 

 

 

Figure 4. Alconbury Weston upstream footbridge. 
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Figure 5. Alconbury Hill Milestone. 

 
2.3. An area of LYNCHET FIELD SYSTEM was identified in fields just south of the village, 

by a survey in 1979, typically composed of a series of earth banks and terraces: 
this is evidence of prehistoric farming practise. No dwellings have been located, but 
given this evidence of farming it can be assumed that our village site has been 
occupied since around 5000 BP (Before Present). 
 

2.4. Iron age finds have also been found around the village. There is evidence of an iron 
age rubbish pit on Alconbury Hill where pieces of Cordoned Brown Ware pottery 
have been found. This indicates a settlement was present. 
 

2.5. Roman occupation followed and a number of house plots have been recognised 
at Alconbury Hill. These were found during trial trenching before the new A1M was 
constructed about 1995. Roman 'opus signinum' mortar, a brooch, and pieces of 
pottery suggest a Roman building was here but it was covered by the new road. 

 
2.6. The village is mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086, as part of the 

Leightonstone Hundred. The land was owned by Eustace, the Sheriff of Nottingham, 
which was taxed at 1 hide. 
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2.7. A weekly market was granted to the village in 1304 together with a yearly fair and 

feast until 1872 when these were moved to Alconbury. Alconbury Weston and 
Alconbury were governed, since Tudor times by one Vestry Church Council until the 
1894 Parish Councils Act removed the secular responsibilities to separately elected 
Parish Councils. 

 
2.8. No Church of England church was built in the village. There was a Mission Hall on 

the site of 20 Hamerton Rd and a small Baptist cemetery opposite Highfield Avenue. 
 

2.9. Villagers used Alconbury Church but were required to use the West door only and 
sit on the West side of the aisle while Alconbury villagers used the East door and sat 
on the East side. 

 
2.10. The Enclosure Act of 1774 enabled landowners to acquire and enclose the 

large open medieval Common Fields, leading to today’s farm network and the 
current north-south road alignments. The major land owners were marked on the 
first known map made in 1791 as Jackson, Burrel-Bart, Child, and Illfey. 

 
2.11. The history of the village name has been determined from the 11th century. 

• In the 11th century the village was known as Acumesberie. 

• In the 12th century the name changed to 
Alchumundesbiri/Alcmundeberi 

• In the 13th century the village became known as 
Alkemundesbiry/Acumndebiry/ Aucmundebury/Aumondebiry Weston 

• In the 14th century the name becomes more recognisable as 
Alkunbiry/Alconbury cum Weston 

• From the 14th to 17th centuries the name changes to Wode or Wood 
Weston  
 

2.12. In the period 1801 to 1901 the population of Alconbury Weston was 
recorded every ten years by the UK census. During this time the population was in 
the range of 281 (the lowest in 1801) and 561 (the highest in 1861).6 From 1901, a 
census was taken every ten years with the exception of 1941 (due to the Second 
World War). 
 

Parish 1911 1921 1931 1951 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011 

Alconbury 
Weston 

319 327 276 254 297 476 645 744 793 800 

 
6 
https://web.archive.org/web/20231207073426/http://opendata.cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/dataset/cambri
dgeshire-historic-population-1801-2011 
 

https://web.archive.org/web/20231207073426/http:/opendata.cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/dataset/cambridgeshire-historic-population-1801-2011
https://web.archive.org/web/20231207073426/http:/opendata.cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/dataset/cambridgeshire-historic-population-1801-2011
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Figure 6. Population census figures from report Historic Census figures Cambridgeshire to 
2011 by Cambridgeshire Insight. 

Through the 20th century the population declined to a low of 254 in 1951 before 
steadily rising to a level of 800 in 2011, which appears to have stabilised, with 
limited growth beyond this level expected in future years.  The growth in population 
reflects a change from an agriculture supported economy to a commuter-based 
village. 
 

2.13. In 2011, the parish covered an area of 1,732 acres (701 hectares) and so the 
population density for Alconbury Weston in 2011 was 295.6 persons per square 
mile (114.1 per square kilometre). 
 

3. Our Vision  

 
3.1. In 2036, Alconbury Weston will be one of the most desirable rural parishes in 

Huntingdonshire, characterised by its strong sense of community, distinctive 
character, heritage assets and central conservation area. This will be delivered by:  
 

• Controlling development to maintain the character and distinct nature of 
both the Village and the Parish. 

• Protecting our Heritage Assets. 

• Supporting local employment, business development and tourism where the 
interests of the community are met. 

• Supporting zero-carbon initiatives including zero-carbon transport. 

• Enhancement of muti-use paths in the Parish. 

• Ensuring developments mitigate potential traffic issues. 

• Protecting the natural environment. 

• Preserving and enhancing community facilities and infrastructure. 

• Maintaining local green spaces. 

• Supporting measures to reduce flood risk. 

• Seeking improvement to Village drainage. 
 

4. Local Planning Policy Context  

4.1. Summary 

 
4.1.1. The policies in this Neighbourhood Plan have been produced with due regard 

to the Huntingdonshire Local Plan. The Neighbourhood Plan adds detail to the 
Local Plan, specific to the residents and businesses of the Neighbourhood Area. 
 

4.1.2. The extracts below have been taken from the Local Plan which identifies the 
classification of Alconbury Weston, along with the potential for limited 
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development. The Local Plan makes no specific allocations for any development 
in the Alconbury Weston Parish. 

 
4.1.3. Section numbers below refer to those in the Local Plan. 

 

4.2. Classification of Alconbury Weston 

 
4.2.1. Section 4.100 Small Settlements. The Local Plan defines Alconbury Weston 

as a Small Settlement. 
 
4.2.2. Section 4.101 Reasoning. There are many settlements across 

Huntingdonshire that have limited or no services or facilities available. Such 
settlements are identified as Small Settlements. Small Settlements are less 
sustainable than settlements in the Spatial Planning Area settlements and Key 
Service Centres due to the need to travel to access services and facilities 
elsewhere on a regular basis. As such the Local Plan makes no allocations for 
development in Small Settlements. However, the strategy does set out a role 
for a limited amount of sustainable development in contributing to the social 
and economic sustainability of Small Settlements and in supporting a thriving 
rural economy. Given the variation in size and availability of services and 
facilities between Small Settlements it is recognised that varying levels of 
development could sustainably be accommodated depending on nature of the 
individual Small Settlement. 
 

4.2.3. Sections 4.102 to 4.107 of the Huntingdonshire Local Plan expand on this 
statement in more detail. See the Huntingdonshire Local Plan for further 
information. 

Small Settlements (LP9): Development Proposals within the Built-up Area. 

A proposal that is located within a built-up area of a Small Settlement will be 
supported where the amount and location of development proposed is 
sustainable in relation to the: 

a. level of service and infrastructure provision within the settlement; 
b. opportunities for users of the proposed development to access everyday 

services and facilities by sustainable modes of travel including walking, 
cycling and public transport; 

c. effect on the character of the immediate locality and the settlement as a 
whole. 

Development Proposals on Land well-related to the Built-up Area  
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a. A proposal for development on land well-related to the built-up area may 
be supported where it accords with the specific opportunities allowed for 
through other policies of this plan. 

The Countryside (LP10) 

Development in the countryside will be restricted to the limited and specific 
opportunities as provided for in other policies of this plan (HDC Local Plan). 
All development in the countryside must: 

a. Seek to use land of lower agricultural value in preference to land of 
higher agricultural value: 

I. avoiding the irreversible loss of the best and most versatile 
agricultural land (Grade 1 to 3a) where possible, and 

II. avoiding Grade 1 agricultural land unless there are exceptional 
circumstances where the benefits of the proposal significantly 
outweigh the loss of land; 

b. Recognise the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside; and 
c. Not give rise to noise, odour, obtrusive light or other impacts that would 

adversely affect the use and enjoyment of the countryside by others. 

Established Employment Areas (LP18) 

Areas of land and buildings that contribute to the local economy and provide 
on-going employment opportunities have been identified as Established 
Employment Areas. A proposal for business development (class 'B') will be 
supported on land within an Established Employment Area or on land 
immediately adjoining and capable of being integrated with an Established 
Employment Area. 

A proposal for a use other than business (class 'B') within an Established 
Employment Area will only be supported where it demonstrates that:  

a. it will be compatible with surrounding employment uses taking account 
of amenity and public safety issues;  

b. it will not adversely affect the role and continuing viability of the 
Established Employment Area as an attractive and suitable location for 
employment uses;  

c. it will not significantly reduce the range, availability and suitability of land 
and buildings for employment uses in the nearest Spatial Planning Area or 
Key Service Centre; and  

d. the sequential approach to site selection, as set out in the National 
Planning Policy Framework, has been followed if the proposal includes 
main town centre uses. 
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5. Demographic Profile and Social Trends  

5.1. Summary  

5.1.1. The nature of the Parish is rural. Alconbury Weston does not have a village 
hall, but uses the facilities of the Alconbury Memorial Hall and the Alconbury 
Sports and Social Club. The village has a pub/restaurant; The village has a 
central green and a separately located children’s play area.  
 

5.1.2. The village has access to good road and rail links which allows the village to 
act as a dormitory for larger conurbations.  

 
5.1.3. From the 319 households in Alconbury Weston, we received 118 responses 

to the Residents’ Survey Questionnaire. The survey responses were on behalf of 
242 people within the parish.  This has provided us with data that covers 30.2% 
of the population of Alconbury Weston Parish. 
 

5.1.4. The ONS statistics resulting from the census in 2021, see Figure 7 below, 
show the population as 800. 

 

Figure 7: Alconbury Weston Population Profile according to Census 2021 analysis by ONS. 

5.2. Age Profile  

 
5.2.1. The charts below (Figure 8) describe the population for Alconbury Weston 

Parish in 5-year age groups taken from the parish profiles published by the ONS 
resulting from the 2021 Census.7  
 

 
7 Alconbury Weston parish profile published by the ONS resulting from the 2021 Census  
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/customprofiles/build/ 
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Figure 8: Alconbury Weston population profile according to ONS Census 2021 

5.2.2. The age profile of the population from the Residents’ Survey is shown below 
in Figure 9:  
 

 

Figure 9: Age profile of Alconbury Weston residents from Residents’ Survey 

5.2.3. These graphs indicate that in Alconbury Weston some 57% of the population 
is over the age of 45. The figure given in the ONS 2021 census population by 
five-year age group by parish for Alconbury Weston shows that 52.8% of the 
population is over the age of 45. 
 

5.2.4. The Residents Survey data for Alconbury Weston found that the age profile of 
the people who responded is greater in the 45 to 74 age range and 
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approximately the same in the 25 to 44 age range when compared to ONS 
Census 2021 data8 
 

5.2.5. The Survey’s estimate of overall population of the Parish reflects a more 
ageing population and the consequent reduction in household size as children 
leave home. 

 

5.3. Length of residence in Alconbury Weston. 

5.3.1. There would not appear to be any data collected in the 2021 census that 
reflects the length of time that residents have lived in Alconbury Weston.  From 
the Residents’ Survey the following data has been collected (see Figure 10): 
 

 

Figure 10: Length of time lived in Alconbury Weston from Residents’ Survey 

5.3.2. The Residents Survey indicated that 62% of residents have lived in the village 
more than 10 years.   
  

5.4. Economic Activity / Fulltime Education  

5.4.1. The 2021 census estimated that in 2021, 62% of the population in Alconbury 
Weston were economically active, with less than 1.8% unemployed.  This 
compares with National statistics of 57.4% and 3.5%. The unemployment rate 
indicated by the Resident Survey is 0.4%, with 44% of the population either 
retired or in fulltime education compared with 36% in the 2021 census (See 
figure 11).   
 

 
8  ONS age profile of Alconbury Weston Residents from the 2021 census 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/customprofiles/build/ 
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Figure 11: Employment profile for Alconbury Weston residents  

5.5. Health  

5.5.1. The ONS analysis of Census 2021 data has the following health data of our 
village, compared to the health of the population of Huntingdonshire (figure 
12). 

 

Figure 12: Census 2021 data for the health of Alconbury Weston residents compared to 
Huntingdonshire 
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5.5.2. The 2021 census showed that for Alconbury Weston 84 % of the village 
population considered their health to be of good health or better. Only 4.4% 
considered their health to be poor or worse. 
 

5.5.3. This picture of the health of our population is confirmed by the Residents’ 
Survey, which gave the following view (figure 13). 
 
 

 

Figure 13: Health profile of Alconbury Weston residents  

 
The health of respondents to the survey compares very favourably with picture 
found by the 2021 census. In comparison to 2021 census this is a better 
position than found in Huntingdonshire. 

 
5.5.4. The village is served by the following surgeries (figure 14):  
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Figure 14: Doctor's surgery profile for Alconbury Weston  

5.6. Population Trends 

5.6.1. No recent data could be found that forecasts population trends for Alconbury 
Weston.  However, Cambridgeshire County Council published data for the 
Wards within their area which forecasts population trends for the Alconbury 
Ward9.  This data suggests that the Alconbury Ward, which includes Alconbury 
Weston, is expected to grow by 2.8% from the 2021 census level in the 10-year 
period to 2031.  We have assumed this figure which would suggest that the 
population of Alconbury Weston will grow from its current level to 822 by 2031.  
 

5.6.2. No major development is currently planned for Alconbury Weston. When 
asked how long residents intended to stay in the villages the following 
responses were obtained (see figure 15).  

 
9 Cambridgeshire County Council forecast Population trends by Ward 
https://cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/population/population-forecasts/ 
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Figure 15: Household mobility of Alconbury Weston residents  

5.6.3. Data from the residents’ survey showed that 54% of the respondents 
intended to live in the Parish for more than 10 years, or the rest of their life. 
 

5.7. House Ownership  

5.7.1. Census 2021 data for household tenure are shown in figure 16. 
 

 

Figure 16: Census 2021 data for home ownership in Alconbury Weston compared to 
Huntingdonshire 

5.7.2. The Survey indicated that over 95% of the respondents resided in owner 
occupied housing, see Figure 17, and just 1% of properties in Alconbury Weston 
are socially rented. This differs from the ONS survey where 85% of properties 
were owner occupied, and 15% were in rented accommodation. 
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Figure 17: Property ownership in Alconbury Weston  

5.7.3. From the data above, we drew the following conclusions:  
 

a. Because there are no future major developments planned and the village 
average age of residents is likely to increase, population in the village is likely 
to remain broadly constant.  

b. Around 29% of the population of the village is retired and this number is 
likely to increase.  

c. The number of school children is likely to stay broadly level or decline slightly. 
d. The health of the village residents is reasonably good with around 85% of 

people reporting their health as good or very good in the Residents’ Survey.  
e. The housing in Alconbury Weston is over 85% owner occupied, with a 

relatively low demand for additional housing.  
 

5.7.4. Future facilities in the village need to reflect the evolving demographics. 
There are a growing number of retired residents. There is also a significant 
number of people working from home all, or part of, the time; our survey found 
that 58% of people usually worked from home for 3 days or more each week 
(See Figure18). This figure is likely to increase with the soon expected addition 
of superfast broadband in the village and a workplace trend likely to continue in 
the post-Pandemic years. The number of people at home during the daytime is 
likely to increase. 
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Figure 18: Working from Home in Alconbury Weston. 

6. Alconbury Weston: 2024 - 2036 – Community and Development Objectives.  

 This section is derived from National and Local Policies and is refined through responses 
of residents from the Survey.  It provides the analysis that delivers the Neighbourhood 
Plan Policies for Alconbury Weston. 
 

6.1. Built-up Area  

 
6.1.1. The NPPF makes clear distinctions between built-up areas and the 

countryside. To assist with interpretation of the Neighbourhood Plan’s policies, 
built-up areas have therefore been defined and mapped; all land outside the 
defined boundary is deemed to be countryside and subject to policies 
influencing development outside the built-up area. 
 

6.1.2. The Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036 sets out a comprehensive definition 
of ‘built-up area’ in its Section 4.85. Regard has been given to this definition in 
drawing the settlement boundary in this Neighbourhood Plan in order to define 
the ‘built-up area’. 

 
 

6.1.3. The built-up area for Alconbury Weston is shown in Figure 19. 
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Figure 19: Built-up Area of Alconbury Weston 

6.1.4. There 3 development areas that affect the built-up area that have been 
approved by the Local Planning Authority (LPA) , but yet have to be completed.  
The numbers below relate to the solid red areas identified on Figure 19 are: 
 

a. Planning Applications 19/02429/FUL approved 11 May 2020, and 
23/00211/FUL approved 24 August 2023 for 6/7 houses [1]. 

b. Planning Application 22/00298/FUL approved 20 March 2023 for 3 
houses [2]. 
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c. Planning Application 21/02027/OUT approved 22 December 2022 for 15 
properties including affordable houses [3]. 
 

6.1.5. “Isolated properties or areas of ribbon and fragmented development which 
are physically and visually detached from the main built form” are not included 
within the built-up areas. The Safefield Farm Settlement to the North of the A1, 
the collection of residential houses on Alconbury Hill and the Buckworth Lodge 
development fall into this category. 
 

6.1.6. The Crossways Distribution Centre is an Established Employment Area, which 
is designated in the Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 203610. The Crossways 
Distribution Centre is detailed in Section 6.4.13 of this Plan. 

 
 

6.1.7. The policy for business development is detailed in section 6.4 of this Plan and 
is recorded as Policy AWP 5 

Policy AWP 1– Definition of ‘Built-up Area’ (Settlement Boundary) 

Policy AWP 1 – Definition of ‘Built-up Area’ (Settlement Boundary) 

The settlement boundary of Alconbury Weston is defined in Figure 19; this defines the 
‘built-up area’ for Alconbury Weston. This serves the purpose of directing the growth of 
the settlement and protecting the countryside from encroachment. 

Within the settlement boundary proposals will be supported where development would 
not adversely affect the structure and form of the existing settlement and the 
undeveloped nature of the surrounding rural areas; and would respect its landscape 
setting. 

The land outside of the built-up areas is considered to be countryside where a proposal 
will only be supported: 

a. where there is material evidence of a local community need,  
b. a need that would be met by the proposal,  
c. or where the proposal complies with requirements of other policies in national or 

local policy; 

A proposal for development outside of the built-up area includes, but is not limited to, a 
development that requires a countryside location, which is for agriculture, horticulture or 
forestry; or is related to community, leisure or recreation uses. 

6.2. Heritage Assets  

 
6.2.1. The NPPF definition of a Heritage asset is: A building, monument, site, place, 

area or landscape identified as having a degree of significance meriting 

 
10 Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036, LP18 para6.17. 
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consideration in planning decisions, because of its heritage interest. It includes 
designated heritage assets and assets identified by the local planning authority.  
The history of Alconbury Weston has been previously investigated and an 
Urban Case Study of Alconbury Weston authored by R Kelly in 2017 is 
hyperlinked in Appendix A. 
 

6.2.2. The “Heritage Assets” of Alconbury Weston broadly comprise buildings, 
structures, and 2 mile posts thought to have been built before 1900, the most 
important of which have been “listed” or “scheduled”. There are 14 Listed 
buildings in Alconbury Weston which can be found on the British Listed 
Buildings register11 and most of the older unlisted buildings, are to be found in 
the Conservation Area. Appendix A discusses the context of these buildings, and 
refers to maps showing the Built Heritage in the central village areas. The 
Conservation Area is shown as the shaded area of Figure20. 

 
 

 

Figure 20: Alconbury Weston Conservation Area. 

6.2.3. No remains exist of any medieval manor in the parish. 
 

6.2.4. Timber-framed, and largely thatched houses of 16th /17th Century date are a 
visual feature of the village set along the Brook and lend a unique charm to the 
Conservation Area. Some of these houses were Coaching Inns providing respite 

 
11 Listed Buildings Register - https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-
culture/archaeology/cambridgeshire-historic-environment-record-cher 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-culture/archaeology/cambridgeshire-historic-environment-record-cher
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-culture/archaeology/cambridgeshire-historic-environment-record-cher
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to travellers by stagecoach using the Great North Road, the predecessor to the 
A1 which originally passed through the village until the A1 by pass was built. 
The only survivor as an Inn is the White Hart Pub which is a community asset to 
the village. It was sympathetically refurbished by the current Licensee during 
the Pandemic period. 
 

6.2.5. A modest number of 18th/early 19th century houses survive and are 
important for the appreciation of their histories. 
 

6.2.6. The 19th century agricultural revolution produced a collection of farms with 
farmworkers cottages, increasing the population to 300 in the 1801 census.  
 

6.2.7. The population grew steadily from 1801 to a peak of 550 in 1861 and then 
declined back to about 300 between 1901 to 1951 due to the second industrial 
revolution drawing workers into towns and cities.  
 

6.2.8. Housing then remained relatively static until the arrival of council and private 
housing from 1950 through to the 1980's which doubled the size of the Village 
and raised the population to 800. Commuting to local towns for work, leisure 
and shopping contributed to the closure of 2 village shops, a butcher’s shop, a 
farm shop, saddlery and the Post Office. 
 

6.2.9. Maps in Appendix A show the housing heritage of all houses thought to date 
before 1791 in the first known map of the village. 
 

6.2.10. Appendix A also has a more detailed discussion of the parishes’ older 
buildings. 
 

6.2.11. The aim underpinning Policy AWP 2 is to require sensitive development that 
integrates well with the rest of the village, and design standards that ensure 
that Alconbury Weston retains its distinctive character. The policy also looks to 
respect the rural setting within the Huntingdonshire countryside.  
 

6.2.12. The community considers these matters to be important and places high 
value on the character of the village. There is high regard for the local 
traditional character of the historic buildings and their distinctive use of local 
materials and for the green spaces, gardens and hedging. There is a desire that 
any new development should complement the existing surroundings and be of 
good design, practical and sustainable, whether traditional or modern. There is 
also an expectation that it should provide off-street parking and that it should 
allow for a sense of space and greenery. There is also strong feeling that design 
should call for the use of sustainable materials and look to save energy.  
 

6.2.13. The survey identified the importance to the community that the boundaries 
of the villages are preserved – 87% of residents consider this to be important or 
very important (see Figure 21).  

 



 

33 

 

 

 

Figure 21: Protecting the existing built environment 

6.2.14. Cambridgeshire County Council’s “Historic Environment Record (CHER)"12  
will be of assistance in identifying archaeological sites of likely significance. 66 
records currently exist for the Parish. 

Policy AWP 2– Protecting Heritage Assets 

 
12  Cambridge County Council ‘Historic Environment Record - 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-culture/archaeology/cambridgeshire-historic-
environment-record-cher 

Policy AWP 2 – Protecting Heritage Assets 

The significance of heritage assets and their settings shall be preserved or enhanced 
through retaining any key features that show their past use. A development proposal 
affecting a heritage asset or its setting is required to:  

a. Demonstrate that it is sympathetic to the asset(s) in terms of scale, 
materials and architectural distinctiveness and will not adversely affect 
the setting of the asset;  

b. Be accompanied by archaeological investigations where relevant and in 
the event of significant and/or extensive remains being found, they 
shall be preserved in-situ; and  

c. Ensure every effort is made to retain and conserve heritage assets, 

including historic farmsteads and other traditional rural buildings, 
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6.3. Small-scale Residential Development   

 

6.3.1. There are 313 occupied dwellings in the parish of Alconbury Weston. The 

large majority are located within the village whilst the remainder are spread 

around the parish. 

 

6.3.2. Like many old villages, development initially occurred slowly over many 

centuries and resulted in a stock of very individualistic housing. Highfield 

Avenue and Springfield Avenue were large scale developments of circa 40 years 

ago and were not built to reflect multi-car households.  This has resulted in 

congestion and many complaints concerning road use on these 2 

developments. Other recent developments over the last 40-years, including 

Tanglefield have tended to be medium scale and of a similar type. However, the 

parish remains rural in nature and housing at the edges blend into the 

countryside which completely surrounds the Village and provides important 

separation, distinct from neighbouring settlements. 

 

6.3.3. Protecting the identity of the Village is a key objective of the Neighbourhood 

Plan, and retention of this surrounding countryside is crucial to retaining the 

distinctiveness of the village. Policy AWP1 seeks to focus development within 

the built-up area boundaries, as defined in Figure 19. Development in open 

countryside should not be permitted if it would have the effect of reducing the 

separate identity of Alconbury Weston from Alconbury and separately, 

Alconbury Weald. In addition, the policies in the Huntingdonshire Local Plan 

pertaining to the impact of development in the countryside will apply to restrict 

any such development. 

 
6.3.4. The Neighbourhood Plan Survey 2023 demonstrated broad satisfaction with 

the mix of houses currently available, reflecting the broad range of 

accommodation that residents enjoy across the parish. See Figure 22. 

including their contribution to the rural landscape, through allowing 

sensitive conversions and regeneration proposals where appropriate. 
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Figure 22:  Family and Friends view of the need for types of Housing 

6.3.5. The demographics of the village reflect those of Huntingdonshire generally 

with the largest proportion of the population being of retirement age. (See 

Section 5) There is no significant growth envisaged in the local population and 

very low levels of net migration are expected (based on this limited growth and 

the popularity of the parish with those already living there) – see Figure 23. 

 

 

Figure 23: Number of years spent living in the parish 
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6.3.6. While the survey indicated that residents of the village saw little need for any 
additional housing in the village, the categories that identified the greatest 
need were for low-cost starter homes and small family homes (2/3 bedrooms). 
The survey identified a preference for new housing if the village grows in size to 
be small family homes (2/3 bedrooms) 42% and low-cost starter homes to own) 
58%, as shown in Figure 24, making house purchasing more affordable, 
particularly for young families. Any building of these homes was indicated to be 
by infilling (57% agreed).  There was not much support for any other type of 
development, with the next category being for clusters of 10 houses or fewer 
(26% agreed) (see Figure 25). This size of development would need to be well 
justified and is likely to be only be considered if the development is for the type 
of housing that residents believe to be needed, See Figure 24. Only 7% of 
residents supported developments of 15 or more houses. 

 

 

Figure 24: Preference for types new housing 
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Figure 25: Preference for scale of any future developments 

6.3.7. There is also some preference for dwellings that suit the needs of older 
people, as indicated by support for bungalows, retirement homes and homes 
for disabled people – see Figure 24. Some residents may want to be able to 
downsize as they get older but not be forced to move out of the village. Having 
a stock of smaller properties for downsizing also means that these older people 
will be more willing to move and release their larger properties back to the 
housing stock in order that they become family homes again. The age profile 
shown in Figure 26 further supports this premise. 

 

 

Figure 26: Age profile of residents 
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Stables. A further development of 6/7 houses at Rowley’s Yard is nearing 
completion. Whilst neither the Local Plan nor the Neighbourhood Plan allocate 
sites for future development in the village, it is expected that there will be 
windfall sites within the village boundary that come forward over the plan 
period. It is important that they are of a suitable scale to be in keeping with the 
Parish and the Village. 

 
6.3.9. To reflect the small scale of Alconbury Weston village any proposal for entry 

level exception homes to meet the needs of first-time buyers and renters 
should be in accordance with the proportion of the housing stock that is 
identified within the Local Plan. This reflects the wishes of the residents, as 
shown in Figure 24 and Figure 25 for any expansion of the village.  Any proposal 
for further larger scale homes (4 bed Plus) within the village would need an 
exceptional justification to be approved.  

 
6.3.10. Any development of affordable homes within the Village should meet the UK 

Government requirements for Affordable Housing and First Homes.  
 

6.3.11. The Neighbourhood Plan Survey showed that residents are strongly against 
housing development in the gardens of existing properties, as can be seen in 
Figure 27.  Where infill development does occur, it is essential that it does not 
detract from the character of existing housing or adversely impact on adjacent 
properties. Proper access for emergency services and, waste collection and 
delivery services is required. Back land or tandem development must provide 
the proposed property a full frontage, the width of property, onto the highway. 

 

 

Figure 27: Acceptability of development in gardens 
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A proposal for an affordable housing scheme comprising homes with 2/3 bedrooms 
will be considered where the number of homes is justified by an up-to-date local 
housing needs survey and meets current Affordable Housing and First Homes 
requirements. To reflect the small scale of Alconbury Weston village entry-level housing 
site shall be limited to a maximum of 5% of the housing stock in the parish, unless UK 
Government Policy provides for a higher requirement. A proposal must be on land within 
or well related to the identified built-up areas of the Village, appropriate to the rural 
setting and respect the character of the village, the countryside and wider landscape 
including views in and out of the area.  It must also meet the requirement of Policy AWP4. 
 

Policy AWP 4– Minor Residential Development Proposals 

Policy AWP4 – Minor Residential Development Proposals 

Well-designed residential sites for a maximum of 10 homes that provide small family 
homes and bungalows will be supported where it can be demonstrated that they will not 
have a material detrimental effect on the surrounding area and neighbouring properties 
and the full width of the proposed property frontage will be on to an adopted highway. 
Where a proposal involves back land or tandem development in gardens of existing 
properties it will only be supported where it will not cause material loss of amenity of 
neighbouring properties including through loss of privacy, loss of daylight, visual intrusion 
by a building or structure, loss of car parking, loss of mature vegetation or landscape 
screening and additional traffic resulting from the development. The impact of such 
windfall development will be incorporated into the ongoing monitoring and review 
process of the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

 

6.4. Employment, the Local Economy and Tourism 

 
Employment Overview 
 

6.4.1. 49% of residents were economically active at the time of the survey (see 
figure 28) and of those in employment the majority work outside of the Parish, 
with 80% commuting 2 or more miles to work (see figure 29). 
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Figure 28: Employment profile 

 

 

Figure 29: Commuting distances 

6.4.2. It is evident that of those people in employment, the nature of their work 
and the use of technology is enabling them to choose to work from home more 
often, for all our part of their working week (see figure 30). 
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Figure 30: Working from home 

Local Business Overview 
 

6.4.3. Some 29 diverse, mainly small businesses were identified that operate from 
the Parish. 
  

6.4.4. 6.4.4. Substantial businesses operate outside of the Village boundary on the 
Buckworth Road, as well as at the Crossways Distribution Centre, which is 
located to the east of the A1 and is a designated Established Employment Area 
(EEA) in the Huntingdonshire Local Plan13 and described in the Huntingdonshire 
Employment Land Study14. 
 

6.4.5. Agriculture and agricultural services reflect the rural aspect of our location, 
whilst many small businesses operate from domestic premises. There are some 
small businesses operating from the main farm sites that are located in the 
Parish.  The village also has a public house, The White Hart, which is designated 
as an Asset of Community Value by Huntingdon shire District Council.15 

 
6.4.6. There is not much tourism within the Parish, although a thriving campsite is 

maintained at Fourwinds Farm, Buckworth Road. 
 

6.4.7.  All 29 businesses within the Parish were surveyed, both through hand 
delivered surveys and email requests, but only 11 responses were received, and 
are summarised in figures 31 and 32, and analysed in the following paragraphs. 
Unfortunately, no responses were received from businesses from within the 

 
13 Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036 Page 82 para 6.17. 
14 Huntingdonshire District Council Employment Land Study Appendix 3 page 2. 
15 Huntingdonshire District Council Communities Team notice dated 13 February 2024 to Alconbury Weston 
Parish Council. Notification of the inclusion of the White Hart on the list of Assets of Community Value. 
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Crossways Distribution Centre, so analysis from the survey is reflective of the 
small businesses which operate within the rest of the Parish. 

 
6.4.8.  The policy for the Crossways Distribution Centre is determined by the 

Huntingdonshire District Local Plan and associated Huntingdonshire 
Employment Land Study. 

 
 

 

Figure 31: Business categories 

 

Figure 32: Number of employees. 

6.4.9. The businesses responding to the survey that said they were employing more 
than 6 people (figure32) are: The White Hart and Aircover Ltd. Businesses in the 
Parish that are not part of the Crossways Distribution Centre that employ more 
than 6 people include SJH All Plant Group and Oakleigh Care Home.  
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Supporting the Local Economy – Business 
 

6.4.10. When asked via the local business questionnaire, some 42% of our local 
businesses stated that they expected to expand over the next 5 years, and of 
these 100% would do so within the Parish. Businesses quoted the excellent 
transport links for basing themselves and planning to expand in the area. 
 

6.4.11. Whilst 68% of businesses who responded to the survey stated there were no 
constraints to their operation from being based in the Parish, there were 
several opportunities highlighted which the Neighbourhood Plan objectives and 
policies will support. 

 
6.4.12. These can be categorised as: 

 
a. Improved Broadband. 

b. Improved networking opportunities. 

c. Improved mobile phone signal. 

d. Improved 4G/5G data coverage. 

 

 

Figure 33: Residents preferences for business development 

6.4.13. The local community is supportive of encouraging local business and 
employment in the area (figure 33), albeit mindful that it doesn’t detract from 
the rural nature of the area, this is reflected in Policy AWP 5. Crossways 
Distribution Centre is a key source of employment; therefore, it has been 
identified as a Local Employment Area and the bounded area is reproduced 
from the Huntingdonshire District Council Employment Study at Figure 34.  This 
neighbourhood plan supports the continued use of the area as an important 
source of local employment.  
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Figure 34: Crossways Distribution Centre Established Employment Area. 

6.4.14. Utilisation of existing vacant units within the Crossways Distribution Centre 
should be the primary location for any appropriate business development 
within the Parish. Any proposal for a business that is on land that has previously 
been approved for business use will be supported where the site is contained 
within the bounds of the previous planning approval for that site and involves 
the reuse or replacement of existing buildings. 
 

6.4.15. A proposal for farm diversification will be supported where it is 
demonstrated that it is complimentary and subsidiary to the ongoing 
operations of the farm business and that it meets the requirements of 
Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036 Policy LP19 – Rural Development. 

Policy AWP 5– Employment and Local Business Development 

Policy AWP5 – Employment and Local Business Development 

Within the built-up area - Proposals for commercial, business and service use (Class E) will 
be supported within the built-up area where they are of a scale to serve local needs and 
will not have a material detrimental impact on the amenity of neighbouring properties. 
Proposals are particularly encouraged that provide suitable space for start-up or incubator 
businesses that develop the parishes’ agricultural base or that provide local scale retail 
provision. 
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Outside of the built-up area - A proposal for new development, or the expansion of an 
existing business, outside the built-up area of Alconbury Weston, will only be supported 
where it can be demonstrated that there are operational requirements for a countryside 
location and the scale, character and siting of the proposed use will not have a 
detrimental impact on the countryside or the amenity of nearby properties. Any proposal 
shall also demonstrate that expected traffic can be safely accommodated on the highway 
network. 

Crossways Distribution Centre Established Employment Area - Crossways Distribution 
Centre is identified as an Established Employment Area for which the existing boundary is 
outlined in Figure 34. Development proposals located within the Established Employment 
Area will be supported where they reinforce its role in providing local employment, are 
appropriate to the Distribution Centre and will not have material detrimental impacts on 
the amenity of nearby properties. Any proposal shall also demonstrate that expected 
traffic can be safely accommodated on the highway network. 

Supporting the Local Economy -Tourism 
 

6.4.16. Opportunities for development of tourism within the Parish are limited.  
Outside of the Owl Hollow Camping Site and the opportunities provided by the 
White Hart public house there are no substantial tourism opportunities in the 
Parish. The survey identified that only some 47% of residents felt we should 
encourage more tourism in our parish.  The Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036 
includes provision for growth in tourism and recreation under its policy LP23, 
any proposal for new or expanded tourism should accord with this policy. 

Policy AWP 6– Tourism 

Policy AWP6 – Tourism 

The expansion of existing tourist, recreation or leisure facilities will be supported as will a 
proposal for the creation of new sustainable tourist, recreation or leisure facilities, where 
identified needs are not met by existing facilities. 

A proposal for new or expanded tourism, recreation or leisure facilities is required to 
demonstrate that it will not affect the amenity of local residents and that it includes 
sufficient parking within the site to ensure there is no material detrimental impact on 
access and street parking within the village. 

 

6.5. The Green Agenda  

 
6.5.1. The following National and Local Government policies apply. 

 
UK Government 
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6.5.2. In June 2019, with the Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target Amendment) 
Order 2019, the Government committed to a 100% reduction of greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2050 compared with 1990 levels. This is referred to as the net 
zero target. The UK became the first major economy to pass into law a 
domestic requirement for net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. In 
addition, the UK government also committed to net zero greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2050 across UKEF’s portfolio and operations16 
 

Cambridgeshire County Council 
 

6.5.3. Cambridgeshire County Council have declared that it is ‘Our ambition is to 
deliver net zero carbon emissions for Cambridgeshire by 2045, and support 
communities and our natural environment to adapt and thrive as the climate 
changes’. 17 Below is Cambridgeshire County Council’s pictorial representation 
of this policy. (Figure 35) 
 

 

Figure 35:  Cambridgeshire County Council ‘Net Zero Cambridgeshire 2045: Our Net Zero 
Vision’ 

Huntingdonshire District Council 
 

6.5.4. HDC’s Local Plan policy LP2 is to: “Protect the character of existing 
settlements and recognise the intrinsic character and beauty of the surrounding 
countryside; Conserve and enhance the historic environment; and Provide 
complementary green infrastructure enhancement and provision to balance 
recreational and biodiversity needs and to support climate change 
adaptation.”18. Additionally, LP35 sets out HDC’s approach to development 
proposals for renewable and low carbon energy generation. 
 

Alconbury Weston Parish Council  
 

 
16 UK Government Climate Change Strategy 2021- 2024 dated September 2021 
17 Net Zero Cambridgeshire 2045 - Cambridgeshire County Council’s Climate Change and Environment Strategy 
2022. 
18 https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf 

https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf
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6.5.5. The Alconbury Weston Parish Council has an environmental policy that 
supports a green agenda19. 
 

Support for Zero Carbon Initiatives  
 

6.5.6. Support for preserving the nature of our village is very high according to the 
Residents Survey (see figure 36).  
 

 

Figure 36: Resident’s survey Environmental issues. 

6.5.7. 97% of residents indicated that the preservation of trees was important or 
very important to them.  Additionally, 99% wanted enhanced protection of the 
landscape, 99% identified that local wildlife and habitat were important and 
97% indicated that enhanced protection of historic and natural features is 
important. 
 

6.5.8. People do care about the environment. Indeed, no doubt encouraged by 
government incentives, our survey revealed that residents are prepared to 
invest in renewable technology. 16% of houses have solar panels, while only 2% 
of houses have either air-source or ground source heat pumps. The low take up 
of air/ground source heat pump technology is undoubtedly due to the 
availability of mains gas in the village which is used by 91% of properties to heat 
their homes. However, when asked if residents would be interested in the 
promotion of group buying schemes that could potentially provide for the 
installation of, insulation, solar panels and air/ground source heat pumps, 85% 
of people thought it was important or very important for such schemes. This 

 
19 Alconbury Weston Parish Council Environmental Policy. https://alconburyweston-pc.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2024/04/Environmental-Policy.pdf 
 

3%

1%

1%

3%

36%

18%

44%

21%

61%

81%

55%

76%

enhanced
protection of
historic and

natural features

Local wildlife and
habitat

enhanced
protection of the

landscape

preservation of
trees

How important are each of the following to 
you?

very important Important Not Important

https://alconburyweston-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Environmental-Policy.pdf
https://alconburyweston-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Environmental-Policy.pdf


 

48 

 

indicates that the residents of the village are aware of the need to change in 
the future, but it would appear that they are loathe to change without an 
incentive to change.  
 

Domestic Heating  
 

6.5.9. Domestic energy consumption accounts for 24.9% of UK total (2022 is the 
most up to date data set)20 and of that, 78.9% is used for domestic space and 
water heating (2021 is the most recent data set)21. Thus, approximately 23% of 
UK energy consumption is used for domestic heating.  
 

6.5.10. As shown by the Resident Survey 90% of homes in the Parish are heated by 
either Gas or Oil. See Figure37. 

 
 

 

Figure 37: Means of household heating. 

6.5.11. It also should be noted that the survey found that 29% of the population was 
retired (figure28) and 46% of the working population spent 4 or more days a 
week working from home, as shown in Figure 30. A substantial number of 
homes will therefore be heated during the day.  
 

6.5.12. Clearly if the UK government is to meet its 2050 zero carbon initiative, and 
Cambridgeshire County Council its 2045 target, then the decarbonisation of 
heating has to be tackled and the Government has announced its Clean Growth 

 
20 UK Government – Energy Consumption in the UK - https://www.data.gov.uk/dataset/26afb14b-be9a-4722-
916e-10655d0edc38/energy-consumption-in-the-uk 
21 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Energy_consumption_in_households 
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Strategy22 to “Build and extend heat networks across the country, underpinned 
with public funding.”23.  And “Improve standards on the 1.2million new boilers 
installed every year in England and require installation of control devices to 
help people save energy”24 
 

6.5.13. In 2022 the UK Government set out a Net Zero Strategy25, which under the 
heading “Heat and Buildings” listed the following key policies that impact 
Alconbury Weston. 
 
a. An ambition that by 2035, no new gas boilers will be sold. 

b. A new £450 million three-year Boiler Upgrade Scheme will see households 

offered grants of up to £5000 for low-carbon heating systems so they cost 

the same as a gas boiler now. 

 

6.5.14. Providing an affordable low carbon alternative to gas heating for our village is 
therefore an important priority within the timescale of this Neighbourhood 
Plan. 
 

6.5.15.  If more households adopt air-source heat-pumps there is likely to be an 
impact on the capacity of the electric power network and so it is assumed that 
UK Power Networks will ensure there is sufficient capacity, in order to meet the 
government’s objectives.  

 
 

6.5.16. The Parish Council will investigate the feasibility of a ground source district 
heating scheme. However, this will be a long-term project and will only be 
possible if supported by Government policy, and funding. This will be added to 
the Community Action plan. 

Policy AWP 7- Zero Carbon Initiatives 

Policy AWP7 - Zero Carbon Initiatives 

All development proposals shall minimise their energy, water and resource consumption 

and, where possible, exceed the minimum standards set by legislation. The transition from 

fossil fuel heating systems to low carbon alternatives will be supported. New 

developments shall provide sufficient space for recycling and composting containers in 

 
22 HM Government – The Clean Growth Strategy : 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5ad5f11ded915d32a3a70c03/clean-growth-strategy-
correction-april-2018.pdf 
23. Item 17 of the ‘Key Policies and Proposals in the Strategy’ in the Clean Growth Strategy. 
24 Item 19 of the ‘Key Policies and Proposals in the Strategy’ in the Clean Growth Strategy. 
25 HM Government Net Zero Strategy: Build Back Greener -
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6194dfa4d3bf7f0555071b1b/net-zero-strategy-beis.pdf 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5ad5f11ded915d32a3a70c03/clean-growth-strategy-correction-april-2018.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5ad5f11ded915d32a3a70c03/clean-growth-strategy-correction-april-2018.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6194dfa4d3bf7f0555071b1b/net-zero-strategy-beis.pdf
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order to encourage recycling and composting through the District Council schemes or 

home composting for garden use. 

 

6.6. Zero Carbon Transport  

 
6.6.1. As described in Section 6.7, the Residents Survey indicated that there is a 

desire to see improved cycle routes and public transport. The survey also 
indicates some 33% of those employed worked from home for 5 days or more 
each week. Following the pandemic, it is likely that more people will work at 
least some days from home and the extent of work to home journeys will 
reduce.  
 

6.6.2. By 2035 the Government proposes to ban the sale of new petrol, diesel and 
hybrid cars in the United Kingdom. At the moment it would seem that electric 
car (EV) technology will power our personal transport.  

 
 

6.6.3. At the moment, only 4% of residents have an electric vehicle (another 6% 
have hybrids) and 7% of households have a charging point (figure 38). However, 
it would seem that 88% of residents park their car on a drive or in a garage or 
carport making the installation of a charging point possible (figure 39).  
 

 

  

Figure 38: Types of vehicle and EV charging  
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Figure 39: Parking of vehicles 

6.6.4. The advent of electric cars is likely to have an impact on the capacity of the 
electric power network and so it is assumed that UK Power Networks will 
ensure there is sufficient capacity, in order to meet the government’s 
objectives. There are also proposals being developed to use the capacity of car 
batteries as storage to smooth peaks and troughs of renewable power 
generation.  
 

6.6.5. The issues and aspirations identified in this section will also be supported 
through the Community Action Plan26.  

Policy AWP 8- Electric Vehicle Infrastructure 

Policy AWP8 - Electric Vehicle Infrastructure 

A proposal that provides electric vehicle charging points that are available to the 

community and visitors will be supported. A proposal for new developments which 

include EV charging points that are appropriate to the scale and nature of the 

development concerned will be supported. 

6.7. Traffic and Transport 

Footpaths and Cycle Routes. 

6.7.1. The Parish footpaths are well used with 87% of the residents using them on a 

weekly basis (see Figure 40). 100% of the young people within the village use 

the footpaths on a weekly basis with some 61% using them on a daily basis, the 

majority either to get to school, or to walk to the School Bus meeting points 

 

26 Community Action Plan Reference TBA. 
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(see figure 41). There is a good network of footpaths within the parish, but with 

some specific limitations that need addressing (see Pedestrian Hazards later in 

this section). Generally, the footpaths lack maintenance and the residents have 

identified poor pavement and a lack of hedge trimming as the 2 major issues 

that need addressing.  These issues will form part of the community action plan 

for the Parish. The Parish Council have sought to work with the Cambridgeshire 

County Council Rights of Way Officer to develop the walks in the Parish and to 

work with landowners to ensure that paths are accessible.  

 

 

Figure 40: Use of Footpaths and Cycle Paths by all members of the community. 
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Figure 41: Current modes of transport used by young people.  

6.7.2. The cycle routes are limited and the community feel that this should be 

improved for the safety of the young people in the village who are main users 

of cycle paths within the Parish. Also, improvements to cycle paths should 

provide an opportunity for the recreational cyclists and cycling groups that pass 

through the village to ride safely which will improve road safety for other users. 

 

6.7.3. Children are particularly affected by the inadequacy of safe cycle routes, 

which they would like to use for access to school, leisure activities and visiting 

friends. Currently 47% of children are cycling on a daily basis, which includes 

cycling to Alconbury CofE Primary School (to school) and only 24% either rarely 

or never cycle. The large majority (64%) of parents/guardians would encourage 

their children to cycle more if the cycle routes were safer (see figure 42). 

 

6.7.4. This Neighbourhood Plan supports the growth of active travel, as it is 

beneficial to not just the environment but to health and wellbeing.    
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Figure 42: Preferred means of transport for young people. 

Bus Services. 

6.7.5. There is a very limited regular bus service through the village, providing 

transport for recreational, medical, shopping, etc. for a small minority of 

residents, as indicated in Figure 38. Additionally dedicated school buses are 

provided for pupils of Sawtry Village Academy. 

 

6.7.6. The low use may be due to the inadequacy of the service (Figure 43) or a 

preference for the flexibility of cars. It is particularly noticeable that the bus 

service is considered quite unsuitable for commuting. 

 
 

6.7.7. As many people believe the timing and frequency of buses are an issue, as to 

those that are content with the service.  This indicates that greater use would 

be made of buses if they were more frequent and the timings were more 

appropriate for users.  However, we need to be realistic and accept that the 

numbers of people who use the service are small and additional services may 

not be economically sustainable (see figure44). 

 

6.7.8. The survey identified a need for earlier and later services for work and 

commuting, and older pupil school runs other than Sawtry Village Academy.  

 

6.7.9. This Neighbourhood Plan supports the growth of sustainable travel. 
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Figure 43: Usage of Local Buses 

 

Figure 44: Bus Services. 

Road User Hazards 

6.7.10. The most mentioned hazards by residents are potholes and other road 

maintenance defects, along with car and HGV speeds on our local roads – 

particularly the main roads of North Road, Buckworth Road and Hamerton Road 

through the village; the interaction of these speeds with the nature of the roads 

and the presence of cyclists and horse-riders have generated a high demand for 

traffic calming on our village roads. 
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6.7.11. The approach and exit from the Village on Hamerton Road is of particularly 

concern, where there are 2 bends in a 200 metre stretch of the road that has no 

footpath and vegetation that extends to the edge of the road and a property 

directly opposite the footbridge creates blind spots for both bends.  There have 

been several accidents on this stretch of road, and reports of large farm 

vehicles speeding through these bends. Detailed investigation as to how traffic 

could be calmed further is required and this will be added to the Community 

Action Plan. 

 

6.7.12. On Buckworth Road the size of HGVs that are transporting heavy plant 

machinery to and from SJH All Plant Group have been reported as increasing in 

recent years and incidents with these vehicles, including repeated damage to 

the footpath at the Buckworth Road and North Road junction is considerable.  

Resolution of this issue will be added to the Community Action Plan. 

 

6.7.13. Vehicle parking is a problem in several areas, most notably in the Highfield 

Avenue/Springfield Road estate, where it is clear that the design and spacing of 

housing did not anticipate multi-car households, necessitating parking on the 

narrow roads and footpaths.  There are no workable solutions to resolve this 

issue.  

 

Pedestrian Hazards. 

 

6.7.14. The overwhelming issue for pedestrians seems to be the lack of maintenance 

of pavement surfaces throughout the village, and the lack of hedge cutting and 

ground clearance of the public footpaths that cross the Parish.  The Parish 

Council should continue to report these issues to Cambridgeshire County 

Council as and when issues are reported. 

 

6.7.15. There is no footpath for the final 200 metres of Hamerton Road on the exit 

from the village.  Residents walking with children, pushchairs, dogs or horses 

are in danger from fast moving traffic, especially on the 2 bends, which have 

blind spots. Residents entering and exiting their property are also in danger.  

There is no possibility of introducing a footpath on this part of Hamerton Road, 

and further traffic calming measures will be considered for this part of the 

village. 

 

6.7.16. The junction of Buckworth Road and North Road has been identified as 

unsafe to pedestrians when used by vehicles approaching and leaving SJH All 

Plant Group, with several near misses as vehicles mount the pavement, and 

damage to the pavement surface as well as the Bus Shelter caused by the size 

of the vehicles using this junction. 
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6.7.17. Bad pavement condition, including inappropriate car parking, overhanging 

hedges, and uneven surfaces, was a concern raised by residents, as was the 

speed of vehicles through the village. 

 

6.7.18. Traffic calming measures were implemented on the approaches to the village 

in 2023 and there are opportunities for further measures, such as a 20 MPH 

speed limit that the Parish Council will consider.  

 
6.7.19. The issues and aspirations identified in this section will also be supported 

through the Community Action Plan27. 

Policy AWP 9– Multi-use paths 

Policy AWP 9 – Multi-use paths 

A proposal that enhances the footpath, cycleway or bridleway network within the 
neighbourhood plan area will be supported where it: 
 

a. Extends public rights of way, enables opportunities to connect public rights of way 
b. into the wider public rights of way network or delivers new public rights of way in 

suitable locations; or 
c. Develops links to other forms of sustainable transport such as bus or rail; or 
d. Improves existing pavements to make them more accessible for all users including 

children and the disabled; or 
e. Provides cycle routes which enable direct, convenient and safe connection to 

other routes, including the footway between Alconbury Weston and Alconbury. 
 

This Neighbourhood Plan will look to: 
 

f. improve existing pavements to make them more accessible for all users including 
children and the disabled. 

g. Monitor the footpaths within Parish ensuring that deficiencies are reported to the 
responsible agency.  

h. Ensure that existing public rights of way are retained unless an alternative would 
significantly enhance the public enjoyment of the route. 

Policy AWP 10– Traffic 

Policy AWP10 – Traffic 

Proposals that will have a significant impact on the roads within the Parish shall be 
accompanied by a Transport Assessment or Transport Statement as appropriate to the 
scale of the development proposed. This shall include consideration of direct impacts 
including cumulative impacts upon free flow of traffic, potential conflict between the 

 

27 Community Action Plan Reference TBA. 
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maximum size vehicles expected and current road design, parking stress, and access for 
emergency services. 
 
The Parish Council will respond to notified traffic issues and consider available means of 
mitigating these issues, taking action where appropriate. 

 

6.8. Natural Environment 

 
6.8.1. Most of the Neighbourhood Area is rural, and contains substantial areas of 

farmland which contributes significantly to the character of the Parish and the 
setting of the village.  
 

6.8.2. Alconbury Weston is exceptionally rich in biodiversity due to the Parish’s 
rural setting, diverse wildlife habitats and connectivity to the wider ecological 
network, most notably, the area of the Parish that is closest to Monks Wood. 
Alconbury Weston Parish falls within the Cambridgeshire Green Infrastructure 
Strategy Strategic Area 2: Huntingdonshire Fens and Woods28, which seeks to 
exert significant influence in ‘Reversing the decline in biodiversity’ in Target 
Area 2.3: Huntingdonshire Ancient Woodlands. 

 
6.8.3. The Green Infrastructure Strategy provides, amongst other functions, support 

for and enhancement of biodiversity, landscapes, heritage and biodiversity.  
 

6.8.4. The Huntingdonshire Landscape and Townscape SPD (2022)29 provides an 
assessment of the landscape character of the Central Claylands area of 
Huntingdonshire which includes the parish of Alconbury Weston. This 
assessment provides requirements for future development proposals which 
include: 
 

a. Protect and manage areas of ancient woodland and existing hedgerows. 
b. Protect village greens and their immediate surrounding character. 
c. Retain the built form of distinctive nucleated villages. 

 
6.8.5. This Neighbourhood Plan actively encourages the provision of additional 

benefits for biodiversity which contribute to future-proofing the natural 
environment at a landscape scale and contributing to mitigating climate 
change, while ensuring habitats and Priority Species are protected, maintained 
and enhanced. 
 

 
28 Cambridgeshire Green Infrastructure Strategy Strategic Area 2: Huntingdonshire Fens and Woods: 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/Cambridgeshire-Green-Infrastructure-Strategy-2011.pdf 
29 Huntingdonshire Landscape and Townscape Supplementary Planning Document 2022 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/Cambridgeshire-Green-Infrastructure-Strategy-2011.pdf
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6.8.6. This Plan actively promotes the “conservation, restoration and enhancement 
of Priority Habitats, ecological networks and the protection and recovery of 
Priority Species” as per 179 b) of the NPPF30. 

 
6.8.7. The Huntingdonshire Tree Strategy 2020 – 203031 contains policies relating to 

all aspects of Local Authority tree management, and incorporates national 
issues such as biosecurity, canopy cover management, and subsidence.  The 
Strategy identifies one of the benefits of trees is that they ‘Decrease flood 
water runoff’ which is an important issue for the Parish. The trees that have 
Tree Preservation Orders within the Parish will be maintained in accordance 
with The Huntingdonshire Tree Strategy and the Alconbury Weston Parish 
Council may choose to recommend to the HDC those trees that they believe are 
worthy of being protected by Tree Preservation Orders.   

 
6.8.8. The survey highlighted the importance of the natural environment and 

associated aspects, as shown Figure 45. It is clear that the majority of residents 
wish to see Natural Environment preserved and improved where possible.  All 
developments should be considered against these requirements and any 
development would be expected to maintain, or enhance the Natural 
Environment within the Parish. 

 
 

 

 
30 National Planning Policy Framework dated September 2023. 
31 The Huntingdonshire Tree Strategy 2020 – 2030 dated  
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Figure 45: Importance of the natural environment and green spaces 

Policy AWP 11– Biodiversity and Natural Environment 

Policy AWP11 – Biodiversity and Natural Environment 

All new development shall protect biodiversity and the natural environment and provide 
a biodiversity net gain and establish, enhance or extend ecological corridors and the 
connectivity between them. 
 
Trees and hedgerows are important to the Parish and where appropriate TPOs will be 
applied for from the Huntingdonshire District Council. 
 
A proposal within the neighbourhood plan area will not be supported unless it can be 
demonstrated that all possible efforts have been taken to avoid harm, if harm is 
unavoidable, it must be minimised as much as possible and then mitigated. Mitigation 
measures can include additional landscaping, habitat creation, tree planting or the 
reinstatement of features. 
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Developments shall seek to deliver environmental enhancements having appropriate 
regard to the Nature Recovery Network32, Natural Cambridgeshire’s “doubling nature” 
target33, relevant aspirations in the NPPF and DEFRA’s 25-Year Environment Plan34 

6.9. Community Facilities 

6.9.1. The intentions of Policy AWP 12, in this section of the Neighbourhood Plan, 
are to ensure that there is maintenance and further development, when 
required of enough locations and places to meet the recreational, educational, 
social and cultural needs of the residents of the parish. 
 

6.9.2. The following facilities are available and used by many residents, as 
illustrated by the residents’ survey (see Figure 46). 
 
Alconbury Weston Facilities: 
 
a. The White Hart Public House. 

b. Highfield Avenue Play area, with facilities for young children and outdoor 

gym equipment. 

c. Village Green. 

 

6.9.3. The residents of Alconbury Weston also use the following facilities that are in 
the parish of Alconbury, which is not supported by this neighbourhood plan, 
and which are recorded here for information only. 
 
Alconbury Facilities: 
 

a. Alconbury Sports and Social Club. 

b. Memorial Hall. 

c. All-Weather pitch. 

d. Alconbury Church, which has an entrance for Alconbury Weston residents. 

 
32 Policy Paper – The Nature Recovery Network, UK Government, dated 16 February 2024:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nature-recovery-network/nature-recovery-network 

33 Natural Cambridgeshire “doubling nature” target Natural Cambridgeshire 
https://naturalcambridgeshire.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2019/07/Doubling-NatureLR.pdf 

34 25-Year Environment Plan DEFRA, UK Government: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65fd713d65ca2f00117da89e/CD1.H_HM_Governme
nt_A_Green_Future_Our_25_Year_Plan_to_Improve_the_Environment.pdf 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nature-recovery-network/nature-recovery-network
https://naturalcambridgeshire.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2019/07/Doubling-NatureLR.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65fd713d65ca2f00117da89e/CD1.H_HM_Government_A_Green_Future_Our_25_Year_Plan_to_Improve_the_Environment.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65fd713d65ca2f00117da89e/CD1.H_HM_Government_A_Green_Future_Our_25_Year_Plan_to_Improve_the_Environment.pdf
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Figure 46: Use of facilities by all residents. 

6.9.4. The residents survey included a separate questionnaire for children under the 
age of 16. The results are shown in Figure 47 and Figure 48.  The views of 
children under 16 have been used to provide depth to the views of residents as 
they will become the young adults of the village during the life of this 
neighbourhood plan. 
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Figure 47: Use of facilities by children under the age of 16. 
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Figure 48: Importance of facilities ranked by children under the age of 16. 

6.9.5. The Local footpaths are the most used parish facility with 87% of respondents 
to the survey saying that they use the footpaths at least weekly. These are 
clearly facilities that should be maintained, both in terms of ensuring that all 
footpaths within the Parish are kept open, and ensuring that owners of the land 
and the County Council maintain the footpaths so that they are usable. In 
particular, the footpaths that link Alconbury Weston and Alconbury are 
frequently used by children as they are the main route to the Alconbury 
Primary School, which is the main school for primary aged children in the 
Village. This facility is covered by Section 6.7 – Traffic, of this neighbourhood 
plan. 
 

6.9.6. The cycle paths are both used by parish members and Alconbury Weston is a 
popular destination for cyclists outside of the Parish.  It is important that we 
maintain the cycle paths as well as ensuring that the Cambridgeshire County 
Council highways department maintain the cycle ways in a safe condition that 
pass through our Parish.  Cycle paths between Alconbury Weston and 
Alconbury are frequently used by children that attend Alconbury Primary 
School. This facility is covered by Section 6.7 – Traffic, of this neighbourhood 
plan. 
 

6.9.7. Children were asked for their views on the Play Park.  67% of children use the 
play park at least once per week, with 72% indicating that the playpark meets 
their need, both currently and in the future.  This is a facility that is important 
to the younger members of the community and should be maintained while 
ensuring that the facilities provided are up to date. 
 

6.9.8. The white Hart Public House is a community asset which 48% of the 
respondents to the survey use at least monthly.  It is a valuable asset which 
helps maintain the village identity and is located a short distance from the 
village green.  This is clearly a facility that should be safeguarded.  
 

6.9.9. The facilities that Alconbury Weston shares with Alconbury, namely the 
Church, the Memorial Hall and the Sports and Social Club are important to the 
residents of the Parish. The most used facility is the Sports and social Club, 
which sits in-between the 2 villages, although not in this Parish/ neighbourhood 
plan area.  While the Memorial Hall and the Church are not used frequently 
they are nonetheless used by 67% (Memorial Hall) and 62% (Church) of the 
residents of the Parish. They are important facilities to the Parish and the Parish 
Council should maintain a close relationship with Alconbury Parish Council in 
respect to the provision of these facilities. 
 

Community Activities 
 

6.9.10. In Section 6.8 of this Plan that deals with Biodiversity and The Natural 
Environment Figure 45, 97% of residents believe that the sense of community 
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was ‘very important’ or important to them and would clearly wish to ensure 
this remains. The rural atmosphere (98%) and the friendly safe environment 
(100%) are also highly valued by the vast proportion of the villagers.  Comments 
from children and their parents highlighted the safe environment, green spaces 
in which to play and the proximity of the surrounding rural environment. 
 

6.9.11.  This desire for a social environment indicates that there is support for a wide 
range of activities and community events. Many of these events are either held 
at the Sports and Social Club, the White Hart Public House, or on the Village 
Green. The village Green should be made available for the use of residents, 
where appropriate as agreed by the Parish Council.   
 

Provision of New/Enhanced Community Facilities 
 

6.9.12. Enhancements to a range of community facilities have been identified as 
being needed by the community; see Figure 49. It is also recognised that, over 
the plan period, it is likely that other facilities will also be needed. Furthermore, 
existing facilities will need replacing once their ongoing maintenance is no 
longer financially viable. 
 

 

Figure 49: New and improved facility requirements within the Parish. 

6.9.13. Policy AWP 12 seeks to provide general support for the provision of such 
community facilities, as opposed to identifying a finite list or specific locations 
for the provision of such facilities. It is recognised that the funding of such 
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facilities is constrained and that the limited amount of residential development 
in the parish means that developer contributions will also be limited. Therefore, 
it will be important that the local community uses its resources to lever in funds 
through grants and other means in order to fund the bulk of the cost of any 
new facility. It is therefore important, where appropriate, that the planning 
process does not provide costly and unnecessary delays in their subsequent 
provision. 
 

6.9.14. Where appropriate, the use of private facilities to address the needs of the 
community and general public will be supported.  
 

Examples 
 

6.9.15. There is a significant percentage of residents expressing a desire to for a shop 
in the village to avoid having to drive to either Alconbury or Alconbury Weald.  
The village has previously had 2 shops; a Post Office/village shop and a 
Butchery/frozen food shop, both of which closed as no-one was prepared to 
carry on the businesses.  It is unlikely that there would be sufficient business for 
a private venture in the village.  There is no facility from which a community 
shop could be run. If a private venture/proposal was submitted, then it would 
be supported, if appropriate, for the Parish. 
 

6.9.16. The possibility of a village hall has been supported and has been a subject of 
debate in the village.  A possible site and methods of funding should be 
investigated, while understanding that if there is not to be significant 
development outside of the built-up area of the village, there will not be 
significant contributions from developers to fund a village hall.  A village hall 
could provide an option for including a community shop/café, and might 
include a meeting room and toilet facilities. 
 

6.9.17. A requirement for a banking/cashpoint facility has been identified.  There is 
currently no obvious site for such a facility in the village, and such a facility 
remains available a short distance away in Alconbury. 
 

6.9.18. The children’s play area has been identified as an area that could be 
improved.  It is a well-used facility that is important to the children of the 
village.  Comments from residents include the need for more equipment for 
older children and improved access for disabled children. 
 

6.9.19. Comments from residents suggest that there is a need for residents’ groups 
covering various functions such as: meeting groups, volunteer support groups, 
walking and cycling clubs, and a Community exchange facility for books, jigsaws, 
games, etc.  
 

6.9.20. The Parish does not have a Community Action Plan and the above ideas will 
be included in a Community Action Plan provided the necessary support to 
implement and run the facilities/activities can be found from within the Parish. 
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6.9.21. Responses from Children, and their parents, identified activities that would 

need a facility such as a village hall to operate from.  Such needs include: before 
school club, Beavers/Cubs/Rainbows and a café.  
 

6.9.22. The Huntingdonshire District Council Playing Pitch & Outdoor Sports 
Strategy35 does not recommend any sports specific facilities be provided in 
Alconbury Weston.  Additionally, it does not acknowledge the existence of the 
playpark under the category of Multi Use Games Areas (MUGA), despite other 
similar playparks across the District being recognised.  For MUGAs it includes in 
the conclusion: 
 

a. Consider allocating developer contributions to improve the quality and 

accessibility of MUGAs on a case-by-case basis. 

b. Monitor and improve outdoor gyms and trim trails across the District.  

c. Ensure that settlements and analysis areas have sufficient supply of outdoor 

gyms and trim trails. 

 

This neighbourhood plan supports and recognises these principles for 
management of the playpark. 
 

6.9.23. The issues and aspirations identified in this section will also be supported 
through the Community Action Plan. 

Policy AWP 12– Support and provision of community facilities 

Policy AWP12 – Support and provision of community facilities 

The loss of community services and facilities will be resisted unless alternative or 
enhanced provision is made elsewhere in suitable and accessible locations in the parish or 
it can be demonstrated that the use is no longer viable.  

Where there is material evidence of the needs of residents, needs that would be met by 
the proposal, the provision of new or enhanced community facilities of an appropriate 
scale, within or on land immediately adjoining the built-up area, will be supported. These 
needs could relate to recreation, leisure, spiritual, social, education, medical and retail 
facilities. (See also Policy AWP5.) 

 

6.10. Community Infrastructure 

 
6.10.1. Residents were asked if there were any services and infrastructure that they 

would like to see either improved or provided in the Parish.  The residents’ 

views are displayed in Figure 50.  There were 3 areas that scored considerably 

 
35 The Huntingdonshire District Council Playing Pitch & Outdoor Sports Strategy dated December 2022: 
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/rcffbvkz/playing-pitch-and-outdoor-sports-strategy.pdf. 

https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/rcffbvkz/playing-pitch-and-outdoor-sports-strategy.pdf
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higher than all others.  The 3 major areas that need to be improved are: road 

repairs, broadband and mobile telephone reception.   

 

Figure 50: Services that are either required or require improvement. 

6.10.2. Generally, the condition of the roads in the neighbourhood area are no 

better, nor worse than any other area in the local area.  The Parish Council have 

a Roads and Footpaths representatives who liaise with both the 

Huntingdonshire District Council and Cambridgeshire County Council as 

required. The only area of the roads that is regularly an issue is the intersection 

between North Road and Buckworth Road which is frequently damaged by 

vehicles approaching, or leaving the Plant Hire Business located on the 

Buckworth Road. The damage to this road is regularly notified to the 

Cambridgeshire County Council Highways Department, who attend and repair 

the damage.  A permanent solution to this issue should be investigated. 

 

6.10.3. Mobile telephone reception in the village itself is poor, despite most of the 

mobile phone coverage maps of service providers showing the service as good.  

The Ofcom Mobile Availability indicates that the only provider currently 

providing both a voice and data coverage of Alconbury Weston is EE.  There are 

users of EE in the village that say this is not the case and that EE coverage is 

poor.  The Connecting Cambridgeshire Programme36 led by Cambridgeshire 

 
36 The Connecting Cambridgeshire Programme: https://www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk/ 
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County Council is seeking to improve Cambridgeshire and Peterborough’s 

digital infrastructure – including broadband, mobile and public access Wi-Fi 

coverage – to drive economic growth, help businesses and communities to 

thrive and make it easier to access public services. We are unsure what mobile 

signal improvements there will be in Alconbury Weston and will continue to 

monitor the progress of the Connecting Cambridgeshire initiative. 

 

6.10.4. Broadband access and performance in Alconbury Weston is an issue.  The 
village is a considerable distance from the Wolley exchange, which results in 
low broadband speeds for large parts of the village.  Additionally, large parts of 
the village receive their service via overhead phone lines which have their own 
issues.  This is being addressed through the introduction of FTTP throughout 
the village, although the timescale for roll-out of this service is subject to 
slippage.  It is likely that the service will be available by 2025 which will resolve 
many of the residents’ issues.  

Policy AWP 13– Support and provision of community Infrastructure 

Policy AWP13 – Support and provision of community Infrastructure 

The maintenance of, and potential loss, of community infrastructure will be resisted 
unless alternative or enhanced provision is made for the parish or it can be demonstrated 
that the service is no longer required.  
 
Where there is material evidence for the maintenance of the needs of residents then 
support will be provided to campaign for the required service. These needs could relate to 
maintenance of a current service, replacement of an obsolete service or the provision of 
new technology in a timely manner. 

6.11. Local Green Spaces 

 

6.11.1. The “sense of place” and character of Alconbury Weston are preserved by 
ensuring that the existing green spaces are protected from development. 

 
6.11.2. As part of the Neighbourhood Plan process, the community was asked to 

consider if there were any important green open spaces of value in the Parish. 
The Neighbourhood Plan seeks to protect such sites. 

 
6.11.3. Under the NPPF, Neighbourhood Plans have the opportunity to designate 

Local Green Spaces which are of particul: ar importance to them. This will 
afford protection from development other than in very special circumstances. 
Paragraph 106 of the NPPF 37 says that Local Green Space designation should 
only be used where the green space is: 

 
37 National Planning Policy Framework dated September 2023: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65a11af7e8f5ec000f1f8c46/NPPF_December_2023.pdf 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65a11af7e8f5ec000f1f8c46/NPPF_December_2023.pdf
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a. in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; 
b. demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local 

significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, 
recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquility or richness of its 
wildlife; and 

c. local in character and is not an extensive tract of land. 
 

6.11.4. Whilst the village has seen some development during the second half of the 
twentieth century, the Village retains a number of green spaces that contribute 
to the character and provides opportunities for informal and formal recreation. 
This policy wishes to see these important spaces protected for future 
generations. 

 
6.11.5. Public green spaces are vital community assets. They provide a wide array of 

benefits such as recreation, including formal sports and natural play facilities. 
They provide associated health benefits, space for hosting community activities, 
space for growing food in allotments and meeting the needs of wildlife; and, 
increasingly, providing for services such as flood attenuation and carbon 
capture. While not all these descriptions are appropriate to Alconbury Weston, 
many are, and provide the justification for protecting our green spaces. 

 
6.11.6. This Plan seeks to protect existing green spaces from development, other 

than for needs that are key to their function, by designating them as Local 
Green Spaces or Other Green Spaces. 

 
6.11.7. Figure 51 shows the designated Local Green Spaces, namely the Village 

Green, at the junction of the High Street and North Road, a small strip of land 
on the bank of Alconbury Brook, on the High Street between Bridge House 
Garden and the new footbridge, land adjacent to the Old footbridge and the 
upstream ford of Alconbury Brook, and the Play Area with play equipment, 
approximately 80m wide by 30m deep, at the end of Highfield Avenue.  These 
local green spaces are described in detail in Appendix C. 
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Figure 51: Local Green Spaces. 

6.11.8. The Play Area is fronted by a piece of privately owned land (ownership 
unknown) over which is the only means of access to the Play Area. The Play 
Area was acquired by the Parish Council, on the 24th March, 1986, from the 
Developer of the final part of Highfield Avenue, Melbourne Property Co. 
(Insolvent). The piece of privately owned land was acquired by Huntsman 
Builders who unsuccessfully made several Planning Applications to build houses 
on this land. It is believed that they disposed of the land and the current 
owners of the land are not known. The land is approximately 64m wide by 24m 
on its West side and 15m on its east side and abuts the pavement on its South 
side: a line of concrete bollards on its North side divides the two pieces of land. 
This land lies in front of the Play Area and is integral to the Play Area access. 
The Parish Council will seek to acquire this land. 

 
6.11.9. There are Other Green Spaces in the village, as shown in Figure 52, highly 

valued by the local community, which have been defended as such by HDC in 
support of local wishes. These are: 

 
a. Highfield Avenue a green space with trees surrounded by Nos 11 to 17          
b. Highfield Avenue a green space with trees surrounded by Nos 25 to 43 
c. Wheatsheaf Road behind Nos 4, 6, 8    
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d. West Close at the corner with Springfield Road 
e. At the end of Springfield Road    
f. Tanglewood next to Nos 12, 13 and 14 

 
These other green spaces are described in detail in Appendix C. 

 

 

Figure 52: Other Green Spaces. 

6.11.10. There are many threats to the land surrounding Alconbury Weston. 
The village is set very close to Alconbury, less than one mile separates the built 
environments of both. It is essential that the agricultural and recreational fields 
surrounding the built-up area are protected from further development. The 
village is experiencing unapproved development of an industrial nature which is 
detrimental to the wellbeing of the area as well as changing the vista.  
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6.11.11. Public green spaces are often multifunctional and it is not always 
possible to achieve all aims in the one green space. For example, allotments, 
whilst often offering wildlife benefits if managed correctly tend not to be 
suitable for other community uses. In addition, recreation is sometimes 
incompatible with the needs of certain wildlife and meeting people’s needs for 
space for quiet reflection. Any new green spaces in the Parish should be 
designed to meet a range of distinct uses that are appropriate for the 
topography and the ecological significance of each site.  

 
6.11.12. The criteria for each of the green spaces are provided in Appendix C. 

 
6.11.13. The countryside surrounding the Village is crucial in providing the 

rural character and reflecting its historic past. It is a well-defined semi-rural 
settlement with a clear built-up form and boundaries. The character is derived 
from this separation and should be retained so that the Village remains a 
settlement significantly removed from neighbouring villages. 

 

 

Figure 53: Main reasons for living in the Parish 

6.11.14. 30% of the respondents across the Parish stated village and country 
life as the main reason for living in the Parish, as shown in Figure 53. The most 
mentioned benefit in the Survey was the views over the fields which surround 
our village.  In particular, the view from the village looking up Vinegar Hill and 
the view across the fields and pasture on Buckworth Road from the Wheatsheaf 
Road/Highfield Avenue and Springfield Close areas of the Village are the most 
mentioned comments.  Long vistas from the top of Vinegar Hill, the views along 
Hamerton Road, of the brook with the green spaces there are seen as needing 
preserving, as well as the approach to the Village from Hamerton/Upton.  
Preservation of the built-up area and policy covering the surrounding areas is 
covered in Section 6.1 of this neighbourhood plan. 
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6.11.15. Figure 54 highlights many of the aforementioned points in statistical 
form. The vast majority of topics having answers with a significant proportion 
as “very important”. Topics include open green spaces, historic and natural 
features, rural atmosphere, local wildlife and habitat, protection of the 
landscape, and so on.  

 

 

Figure 54: Importance of the natural environment and green spaces 

6.11.16. Figure 41- ‘Current modes of transport used by young people’ and 
Figure 42 – ‘Preferred means of transport for young people’ highlight the 
popularity and use of many of the green spaces in the Villages by young people 
and their desire to see them improved for the future. Cycle paths and footpaths 
are used by the majority of young people daily and the Play Park is used by 67% 
of young people at least weekly. All these areas are important for the people 
that are the Village’s future. 

Policy AWP 14– Local Green Spaces 

Policy AWP 14 – Local Green Spaces 

Alconbury Weston’s designated Local Green Spaces are set out in Section 6.10 of this 
Neighbourhood Plan. Proposals shall be consistent with Green Belt policy as set out in the 
NPPF. Alconbury Weston’s Other Green Spaces listed in Appendix C are small scale public 
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amenity, recreational and informal play spaces within the Parish that are important to the 
character of the village and it is expected that they will be preserved as green spaces. 

 

6.12. Flood Risk and Drainage 

 
6.12.1. The Parish is situated in the valley of Alconbury Brook which regularly floods. 

Serious floods have occurred 1987,1998, 2012, 2016 and 2020 with brook 
flooding of many domestic properties (e.g. 1998: 103 homes, 2020: 73 homes). 
Minor flooding is a frequent winter event with flood water from the brook 
causing road closures annually.  Property flooding in Alconbury Weston causes 
residents significant financial loss and disruption often for months as well as 
physical and mental health issues. Other people in the community are affected 
by being cut off from emergency services, school, doctors’ surgery and shops. 
There have been at least 2 recorded deaths associated with flood water since 
1987.  

 
6.12.2. The Alconbury Brook catchment area covers 84km2. The clay soils and rolling 

valley sides make the brook responsive to heavy rain on saturated soils. Climate 
change is increasing flood risk by increasing the frequency and scale of larger 
rainfall events. Development in the catchment area potentially increases the 
speed of run-off. It also has the potential to increase surface water flooding and 
strain on a stretched drainage and sewerage system. There must be a robust 
approach to ensuring any development reduces flood risk by on-site storage 
and significantly delayed flows into the brook system.  

 
Sustainable Drainage Systems 

 

6.12.3. Rainfall events will impact both our stormwater drainage systems and the 

flooding from the Brook. Although there are exceptions, drainage in our village 

is generally provided by pumped sewage systems designed principally to take 

foul flows. However, in the conservation area of the village many of the older 

properties work on the “combined” sewers principle which is designed to take 

foul and surface water. These systems are impacted by connected surface 

water systems and by surface water soakaways not functioning efficiently in 

our clay soils. This results in the sewer systems surcharging as the result of 

heavy rainfall events.  

 

6.12.4. Alconbury Weston, and the surrounding area, is sited on heavy clay soils and 

in winter these soils become saturated making them impermeable. Surface 

water soakaways in these soils are thus ineffective. The Cambridgeshire Flood 
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and Water SPD 38 and para 5.12.2 of the CCC Surface Water Drainage 

Guidance39, specifies that soakaway design infiltration rates should be no lower 

than 1x10-6 m/s. It is expected that in our village that these infiltration rates 

will not be met at the wettest times of the year. 

 

6.12.5. The problem of creating sustainable drainage systems has long been 

recognised. However, the Cambridgeshire Flood and Water SPD 40 provides 

guidance for the development of SuDS solutions and should be used to support 

any development. 

 

Flooding 

 

6.12.6. The residents of the Parish identified improvement to flood prevention 
measures, see Figure 55, as the most important factor in protecting the quality 
of the existing built environment.  While any new development has to prove 
that it will not prone to flooding, it is seen as very important, with 89% of the 
residents believe that the existing built environment should not be affected by 
any new development.  Flood mitigation measures and sites should be 
identified to protect the built-up area of the Village. 

 
38 Cambridgeshire Flood and Water Supplementary Planning Document Adopted April 2017. 
https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and
%20Water%20SPD.pdf 
39 Cambridgeshire County Council Surface Water Planning Guidance date April 2024: 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/Surface-Water-Planning-Guidance.pdf 
40 Cambridgeshire Flood and Water Supplementary Planning Document Adopted April 2017. 
https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and
%20Water%20SPD.pdf 
 

https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf
https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/Surface-Water-Planning-Guidance.pdf
https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf
https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf
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Figure 55. Protection of the existing built environment. 

6.12.7. Residents when asked about actual flooding of the village were asked to 
consider what course of action could be taken to improve the response to 
potential flood events, see Figure 56. The highest ranked course of action is to 
ensure that developments contribute to overall flood alleviation. Almost as 
many residents feel that maintenance of the Alconbury Brook is required to 
reduce the impact of flooding.  Maintenance of the brook, both by the EA and 
riparian owners has not been sufficient in recent years, leading to narrowing of 
the waterway, overgrowth of bankside and watercourse vegetation, as well as 
many trees obstructing the flow of the brook. Not all tree blockages contribute 
to flooding in the village.  Those downstream of the village are likely to impede 
the flow of floodwater through the village, whereas those trees above the 
village will contribute to the slowdown of flood water arriving in the village. In 
sympathy with this maintenance, the residents identified that work is required 
upstream of the village to both slow floodwaters, and desynchronise upstream 
flows of water.  Much of this work would be required outside of the Parish 
boundary, which is why the Parish Council have chosen to directly support the 
work of The Alconbury Brook Flood Group. Both Self-help and communications 
did not score as highly in the residents’ responses, they were nonetheless seen 
as very important activities by 62% of the residents. 
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Figure 56: Potential Flood Alleviation activities. 

6.12.8. The Alconbury Brook Flood Group is working towards catchment wide ways 
to reduce flood risk by working independently and with partners including the 
EA, flood authority and others. The Parish Council supports in principle green 
and grey schemes to reduce flood risk. In the last few years residents have 
either bought or had simple property level protection devices issued to them. 

 
6.12.9. The National Planning Policy Framework – para.155 states ‘Inappropriate 

development in areas at risk of flooding should be avoided by directing 
development away from areas at highest risk (whether existing or future). 
Where development is necessary in such areas, the development should be 
made safe for its lifetime without increasing risk elsewhere. The Parish needs to 
ensure that all development meets this requirement and that the District 
Council ensure that any development in the Parish does not deal with its run-
off by diverting it elsewhere.  It must be retained on-site and released at an 
acceptable rate.   

 
6.12.10. The following are existing policies and strategies that deal with 

flooding:  

a. Cambridgeshire’s Local Flood Risk Management Strategy41 

b. Huntingdon District Council – Local Plan Policy LP 542 

 
41 Cambridgeshire Flood Risk Management Strategy 2021-2027. https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-
library/cambridgeshire-flood-risk-management-strategy-2021-2027.pdf 
42 Huntingdonshire’s Local Plan to 2036 dated May 2019. 
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf 
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https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/cambridgeshire-flood-risk-management-strategy-2021-2027.pdf
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/cambridgeshire-flood-risk-management-strategy-2021-2027.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf
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c. Cambridgeshire Flood and Water SPD43 

 

6.12.11. The EA and Lead Local Flood Authorities are seeking to work in 
partnerships to deliver more natural flood management measures to 
complement and support traditionally engineered flood defences where 
appropriate. Natural flood management (NFM) is the alteration, restoration or 
use of landscape features to reduce flood risk. NFM is therefore about working 
with natural processes in whole catchments and has the potential to help us 
manage and reduce flood risk in a more efficient, cost-effective and sustainable 
way. It can hopefully lead to sustainable, resilient catchments that benefit 
people, nature and the economy. We can use a wide range of techniques to 
reduce flood risk by storing water (by using and maintaining the capacity of, 
ponds, ditches, embanked reservoirs, channels or land), increasing soil 
infiltration (through better soil and crop management), slowing flows (by 
increasing resistance to its flow, for example, by planting floodplain or riverside 
woods) and reducing water flow connectivity (by interrupting surface flows of 
water, for example, by water storage or planting buffer strips of grass or trees). 
Larger-scale works that also help reduce flood risk to communities downstream 
may include re-meandering rivers, and reconnecting them to their floodplain. 
This plan supports NFM measures which should improve flood resilience while 
maintaining the characteristics of the natural environment which are important 
to the residents of the Parish.   

 
6.12.12. It is a principle of development within the Parish that development 

will only permitted where sequential and exception tests are passed to the 

satisfaction of the Lead Flood Authority (LFA). 

 

6.12.13. Developments will only be permitted where it is possible to 

demonstrate through mitigation measures that the risk of flooding is reduced 

during a 12 hour 1:200 rainfall event with climate change factor added. SUDs 

must be able to demonstrate that they release flood water off the development 

site at a rate slower than occurs at present. Our heavy clay soils have particular 

run-off characteristics when saturated, these should be taken account of when 

designing SUDs to ensure sufficient capacity. 

 

6.12.14. Natural flow paths from developments should be exploited, and 

where possible swales, off-line ponds and wetland features should be part of 

new developments. Natural compensatory planting for Biodiversity Net Gain 

(BNG) should include features to increase soil infiltration. Developments will 

 

43 Cambridgeshire Flood and Water Supplementary Planning Document Adopted April 2017. 
https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and
%20Water%20SPD.pdf 

 

https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf
https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf
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not be permitted if they reduce flood water storage unless they can 

demonstrate that alternative storage is provided close-by with an equal or 

greater level for level volume for volume capacity.  

 

6.12.15. Replacement dwellings will only be permitted where these include 

measures which reduce overall flood risk. 

 

6.12.16. Any development increasing demand on existing drainage systems 

must provide written confirmation from Anglian Water that the foul water and 

sewerage systems have sufficient capacity. 

 

6.12.17. All developments should demonstrate that they take account of 

Environment Agency standing advice. 

 

6.12.18. Flood mitigation areas around the built-up area should be maintained 

and protected where they provide capture of surface water run-off that would 

otherwise affect the discharge of surface water through the built-up area. 

Currently, there are 2 identified sites that contribute to this function: 

 

6.12.18.1. The natural basin that occurs in the land next to chequers 

Close/Wheatsheaf Road and which spans the boundary between 2 fields.  

This basin contains run-off from 6.3 hectares of surrounding land and acts 

as a flood bowl during periods of heavy rain, which has prevented flooding 

of adjoining properties on Wheatsheaf Road.  

 

 

Figure 57: Flood Mitigation area adjacent to Wheatsheaf Road. 

6.12.18.2. The flood relief pond that has been excavated as a result of approved 

planning application 22/02468/FUL at Sallows Farm.  
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Figure 58: Flood Mitigation Pond located at Sallows Farm, 86 Hamerton Road. 

6.12.18.3. It is likely that continuing work by The Alconbury Brook Flood Group 

will identify other flood alleviation measures/sites that will reduce the risk 

of flooding of the Village.  These initiatives should be investigated by the 

Alconbury Weston Parish Council, and if approved, then included in this 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

6.12.19. In support of this plan the Parish Council: 

a. will take appropriate action to ensure that riparian responsibilities are 

fulfilled. 

b. The Parish Council will continue to fund the flood warden group and provide 

support for the Alconbury Brook Flood Group. 

c. The Parish Council will support activities which enable residents to be more 

flood resilient. 

Policy AWP 15– Flood Risk and Drainage 

Policy AWP 15 – Flood Risk and Drainage 

A proposal shall neither exacerbate existing water supply or wastewater issues nor create 

water supply or disposal issues for properties elsewhere in the neighbourhood plan area. 
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A proposal for a new development shall provide a surface water drainage solution using a 

sustainable drainage system that does not discharge or risk discharge, to the existing foul 

sewer systems in the Village. Surface water drainage design shall comply with the 

guidance given in the Cambridgeshire Flood and Water Supplementary Planning 

Document44 and the CCC Surface Water Drainage Planning Guidance45.  

It shall be noted that these documents prohibit soakaway design infiltration rates lower 

than 1x10-6 m/s. It is anticipated that soakaways in the heavy clay soils in the 

neighbourhood plan area will not be possible. Where this is the case, other infiltration 

methods such as swales, ponds and wetlands shall be explored or, where demonstrably 

unsuitable, such alternatives as may be acceptable to the local planning authority with the 

advice of the Lead Local Flood Authority.  

Any development increasing the demand on foul drainage systems is required to provide 

written confirmation from Anglian Water that sufficient infrastructure capacity exists, or 

that any required increase in sewerage capacity is completed prior to occupation of any 

part of the development. 

A proposal shall not increase flood risk from any form. A site-specific flood risk assessment 
in line with the requirements of local and national policy advice shall accompany a 
proposal on a site with an identified risk of flooding or where otherwise justified by the 
local planning authority. Development will only be permitted in areas benefitting from 
defences where the sequential and exception tests are passed and residual risk of flooding 
has been considered and it can be demonstrated that the development will be safe. Any 
development that which would reduce the flood plain storage capacity of a site will not be 
permitted unless an alternative storage facility is provided to compensate within the site 
on a level-for-level and volume-for-volume basis. Reference should be made to the 
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) maps which define the extent of the functional 
flood plain and any such facilities should be approved by the Environment Agency or other 
appropriate body. Replacement dwellings and buildings will only be permitted in areas at 
risk of flooding if it can be demonstrated that they will be substantially safer and will 
reduce flood risk, taking into account the effects of climate change.  
 
It is likely that new flood mitigation measures/sites that will reduce the risk of flooding in 
the Parish will be identified.  These initiatives should be investigated by the Alconbury 
Weston Parish Council, and if supported, they should be identified and protected by 
inclusion in this Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
 

  

 
44 Cambridgeshire Flood and Water Supplementary Planning Document Adopted April 2017. 

https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and
%20Water%20SPD.pdf 

45 Cambridgeshire County Council Surface Water Planning Guidance date April 2024. 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/Surface-Water-Planning-Guidance.pdf 

 

https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf
https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/Surface-Water-Planning-Guidance.pdf
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Appendix A – History of Alconbury Weston 

https://alconburyweston-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Urban-Study-alconbury-

Weston_R_Kelly.pdf 

 

  

https://alconburyweston-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Urban-Study-alconbury-Weston_R_Kelly.pdf
https://alconburyweston-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Urban-Study-alconbury-Weston_R_Kelly.pdf
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Appendix B - References 

Ref Title  Source  URL 

1 Huntingdonshire’s Local Plan 
to 2036 

HDC https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/38
72/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-
2036.pdf 

2 Email from Frances Schulz, 
senior planning officer 
approving NP, dated 15:32 on 
9 August 2022. 

HDC  

3 Insert Reference for HDC 
council meeting at which the 
plan is made 

HDC  

4 Community Action Plan AW PC TBA 

5 Huntingdonshire’s Local Plan 
to 2036 

HDC https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/38
72/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-
2036.pdf 

6 Cambridge Insight data archive 
– historic population 
Alconbury Weston 
 

Cambridge 
Insight 

https://web.archive.org/web/20231207073426
/http://opendata.cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk
/dataset/cambridgeshire-historic-population-
1801-2011 

7 Alconbury Weston parish 
profile published by the ONS 
resulting from the 2021 
Census 

ONS 1https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/custom
profiles/build/ 

 

8 1  ONS age profile of Alconbury 
Weston Residents from the 
2021 census 

ONS https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/custom
profiles/build/ 
 

9 Cambridgeshire County 
Council forecast Population 
trends by Ward 

CCC https://cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/populatio
n/population-forecasts/ 

10 Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 
2036, LP18 para6.17 

HDC https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/38
72/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-
2036.pdf 

11 Listed Buildings Register CCC https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/l
ibraries-leisure-
culture/archaeology/cambridgeshire-historic-
environment-record-cher 

12 Cambridge County Council 
‘Historic Environment Record’ 

CCC https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/l
ibraries-leisure-
culture/archaeology/cambridgeshire-historic-
environment-record-cher 
 

13 Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 
2036 Page 82 para 6.17 

HDC https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/38
72/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-
2036.pdf 

14 Huntingdonshire District 
Council Employment Land 
Study Appendix 3 page 2 

HDC https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/12
25/appx_1_to_2.pdf 
 

15 Huntingdonshire District 
Council Communities Team 

HDC  

https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20231207073426/http:/opendata.cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/dataset/cambridgeshire-historic-population-1801-2011
https://web.archive.org/web/20231207073426/http:/opendata.cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/dataset/cambridgeshire-historic-population-1801-2011
https://web.archive.org/web/20231207073426/http:/opendata.cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/dataset/cambridgeshire-historic-population-1801-2011
https://web.archive.org/web/20231207073426/http:/opendata.cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/dataset/cambridgeshire-historic-population-1801-2011
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/customprofiles/build/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/customprofiles/build/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/customprofiles/build/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/customprofiles/build/
https://cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/population/population-forecasts/
https://cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/population/population-forecasts/
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-culture/archaeology/cambridgeshire-historic-environment-record-cher
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-culture/archaeology/cambridgeshire-historic-environment-record-cher
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-culture/archaeology/cambridgeshire-historic-environment-record-cher
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-culture/archaeology/cambridgeshire-historic-environment-record-cher
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-culture/archaeology/cambridgeshire-historic-environment-record-cher
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-culture/archaeology/cambridgeshire-historic-environment-record-cher
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-culture/archaeology/cambridgeshire-historic-environment-record-cher
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-culture/archaeology/cambridgeshire-historic-environment-record-cher
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/1225/appx_1_to_2.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/1225/appx_1_to_2.pdf
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notice dated 13 February 2024 
to Alconbury Weston Parish 
Council. Notification of the 
inclusion of the White Hart on 
the list of Assets of 
Community Value. 

16 UK Government Climate Change 
Strategy 2021- 2024 dated 
September 2021 

UK Gvmnt https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/
6148b3ffe90e070438c9463d/UKEF_Climate_Ch
ange_Strategy_2021.pdf 
 

17 Net Zero Cambridgeshire 2045 - 
Cambridgeshire County Council’s 
Climate Change and Environment 
Strategy 2022. 

 

CCC https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-
library/part-1-climate-change-and-
environment-strategy-2022.pdf 
 

18 Huntingdonshire’s Local Plan 
to 2036 

HDC https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/38
72/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-
2036.pdf 

19 Alconbury Weston Parish 
Council Environmental Policy 

AW PC https://alconburyweston-pc.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2024/04/Environmental-
Policy.pdf 

20 UK Government – Energy 
Consumption in the UK 

UK Gvmnt https://www.data.gov.uk/dataset/26afb14b-
be9a-4722-916e-10655d0edc38/energy-
consumption-in-the-uk 

21 Eurostat - Energy Consumed in 
Households 

EC Europa 
data 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-
explained/index.php?title=Energy_consumption_in
_households 

 

22 HM Government – The Clean 
Growth Strategy : 

UK Gvmnt https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/
5ad5f11ded915d32a3a70c03/clean-growth-
strategy-correction-april-2018.pdf 

23 Item 17 of the ‘Key Policies 
and Proposals in the Strategy’ 
in the Clean Growth Strategy. 

UK Gvmnt https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/
5ad5f11ded915d32a3a70c03/clean-growth-
strategy-correction-april-2018.pdf 

24 Item 19 of the ‘Key Policies 
and Proposals in the Strategy’ 
in the Clean Growth Strategy 

UK Gvmnt https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/
5ad5f11ded915d32a3a70c03/clean-growth-
strategy-correction-april-2018.pdf 

25 HM Government Net Zero 
Strategy: Build Back Greener 

UK Gvmnt https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/619
4dfa4d3bf7f0555071b1b/net-zero-strategy-beis.pdf 

 

26 Alconbury Weston Parish 
Council Community Action 
Plan 

AWPC TBA 

27 Alconbury Weston Parish 
Council Community Action 
Plan 

AWPC TBA 

28 Cambridgeshire Green 
Infrastructure Strategy 
Strategic Area 2: 
Huntingdonshire Fens and 
Woods 

CCC https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-
library/Cambridgeshire-Green-Infrastructure-
Strategy-2011.pdf 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6148b3ffe90e070438c9463d/UKEF_Climate_Change_Strategy_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6148b3ffe90e070438c9463d/UKEF_Climate_Change_Strategy_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6148b3ffe90e070438c9463d/UKEF_Climate_Change_Strategy_2021.pdf
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/part-1-climate-change-and-environment-strategy-2022.pdf
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/part-1-climate-change-and-environment-strategy-2022.pdf
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/part-1-climate-change-and-environment-strategy-2022.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf
https://alconburyweston-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Environmental-Policy.pdf
https://alconburyweston-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Environmental-Policy.pdf
https://alconburyweston-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Environmental-Policy.pdf
https://www.data.gov.uk/dataset/26afb14b-be9a-4722-916e-10655d0edc38/energy-consumption-in-the-uk
https://www.data.gov.uk/dataset/26afb14b-be9a-4722-916e-10655d0edc38/energy-consumption-in-the-uk
https://www.data.gov.uk/dataset/26afb14b-be9a-4722-916e-10655d0edc38/energy-consumption-in-the-uk
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Energy_consumption_in_households
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Energy_consumption_in_households
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Energy_consumption_in_households
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5ad5f11ded915d32a3a70c03/clean-growth-strategy-correction-april-2018.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5ad5f11ded915d32a3a70c03/clean-growth-strategy-correction-april-2018.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5ad5f11ded915d32a3a70c03/clean-growth-strategy-correction-april-2018.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5ad5f11ded915d32a3a70c03/clean-growth-strategy-correction-april-2018.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5ad5f11ded915d32a3a70c03/clean-growth-strategy-correction-april-2018.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5ad5f11ded915d32a3a70c03/clean-growth-strategy-correction-april-2018.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5ad5f11ded915d32a3a70c03/clean-growth-strategy-correction-april-2018.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5ad5f11ded915d32a3a70c03/clean-growth-strategy-correction-april-2018.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5ad5f11ded915d32a3a70c03/clean-growth-strategy-correction-april-2018.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6194dfa4d3bf7f0555071b1b/net-zero-strategy-beis.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6194dfa4d3bf7f0555071b1b/net-zero-strategy-beis.pdf
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/Cambridgeshire-Green-Infrastructure-Strategy-2011.pdf
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/Cambridgeshire-Green-Infrastructure-Strategy-2011.pdf
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/Cambridgeshire-Green-Infrastructure-Strategy-2011.pdf
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29 Huntingdonshire Landscape 
and Townscape 
Supplementary Planning 
Document 2022 

HDC https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/61
20/landscape-and-townscape-spd-2022.pdf 
 

30 National Planning Policy 
Framework dated September 
2023 

UK Govmnt https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/
669a25e9a3c2a28abb50d2b4/NPPF_December
_2023.pdf 
 

31 The Huntingdonshire Tree 
Strategy 2020 – 2030 dated 
November 2020 

HDC https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/50
69/huntingdonshire-tree-strategy-2020-
2030.pdf 
 

32 Policy Paper – The Nature 
Recovery Network, UK 
Government, dated 16 
February 2024 

UK Gvmnt https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/
nature-recovery-network/nature-recovery-
network 
 

33 Natural Cambridgeshire 
“doubling nature” target -  
Natural Cambridgeshire 

Natural 
Cambridge-
shire 

https://naturalcambridgeshire.org.uk/wpconte
nt/uploads/2019/07/Doubling-NatureLR.pdf 

34 25-Year Environment Plan 
DEFRA, UK Government 

UK Gvmnt https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/
65fd713d65ca2f00117da89e/CD1.H_HM_Gove
rnment_A_Green_Future_Our_25_Year_Plan_t
o_Improve_the_Environment.pdf 
 

35 Huntingdonshire District 
Council Playing Pitch & 
Outdoor Sports Strategy dated 
December 2022 

HDC https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/rc
ffbvkz/playing-pitch-and-outdoor-sports-
strategy.pdf  

36 The Connecting 
Cambridgeshire Programme 

CCC https://www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk/ 

37 National Planning Policy 
Framework dated September 
2023 

UK Gvmnt https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/
65a11af7e8f5ec000f1f8c46/NPPF_December_
2023.pdf 

38 Cambridgeshire Flood and 
Water Supplementary 
Planning Document Adopted 
April 2017 

HDC/CCC https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/mo
derngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%
20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf 
 

39 Cambridgeshire County 
Council Surface Water 
Planning Guidance date April 
2024 

CCC https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-
library/Surface-Water-Planning-Guidance.pdf 
 

40 Cambridgeshire Flood and 
Water Supplementary 
Planning Document Adopted 
April 2017 

HDC/CCC https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/mo
derngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%
20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf 
 

41 Cambridgeshire Flood Risk 
Management Strategy 2021-
2027 

CCC https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-
library/cambridgeshire-flood-risk-
management-strategy-2021-2027.pdf 
 

https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/6120/landscape-and-townscape-spd-2022.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/6120/landscape-and-townscape-spd-2022.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/669a25e9a3c2a28abb50d2b4/NPPF_December_2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/669a25e9a3c2a28abb50d2b4/NPPF_December_2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/669a25e9a3c2a28abb50d2b4/NPPF_December_2023.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/5069/huntingdonshire-tree-strategy-2020-2030.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/5069/huntingdonshire-tree-strategy-2020-2030.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/5069/huntingdonshire-tree-strategy-2020-2030.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nature-recovery-network/nature-recovery-network
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nature-recovery-network/nature-recovery-network
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nature-recovery-network/nature-recovery-network
https://naturalcambridgeshire.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2019/07/Doubling-NatureLR.pdf
https://naturalcambridgeshire.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2019/07/Doubling-NatureLR.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65fd713d65ca2f00117da89e/CD1.H_HM_Government_A_Green_Future_Our_25_Year_Plan_to_Improve_the_Environment.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65fd713d65ca2f00117da89e/CD1.H_HM_Government_A_Green_Future_Our_25_Year_Plan_to_Improve_the_Environment.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65fd713d65ca2f00117da89e/CD1.H_HM_Government_A_Green_Future_Our_25_Year_Plan_to_Improve_the_Environment.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65fd713d65ca2f00117da89e/CD1.H_HM_Government_A_Green_Future_Our_25_Year_Plan_to_Improve_the_Environment.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/rcffbvkz/playing-pitch-and-outdoor-sports-strategy.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/rcffbvkz/playing-pitch-and-outdoor-sports-strategy.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/rcffbvkz/playing-pitch-and-outdoor-sports-strategy.pdf
https://www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65a11af7e8f5ec000f1f8c46/NPPF_December_2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65a11af7e8f5ec000f1f8c46/NPPF_December_2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65a11af7e8f5ec000f1f8c46/NPPF_December_2023.pdf
https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf
https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf
https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/Surface-Water-Planning-Guidance.pdf
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/Surface-Water-Planning-Guidance.pdf
https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf
https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf
https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/cambridgeshire-flood-risk-management-strategy-2021-2027.pdf
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/cambridgeshire-flood-risk-management-strategy-2021-2027.pdf
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/cambridgeshire-flood-risk-management-strategy-2021-2027.pdf


 

88 

 

42 Huntingdonshire’s Local Plan 
to 2036 dated May 2019 

HDC https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/38
72/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-
2036.pdf 

43 Cambridgeshire Flood and 
Water Supplementary 
Planning Document Adopted 
April 2017 

HDC/CCC https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/mo
derngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%
20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf 
 

44 Cambridgeshire Flood and 
Water Supplementary 
Planning Document Adopted 
April 2017 

HDC/CCC https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/mo
derngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%
20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf 
 

45 Cambridgeshire County 
Council Surface Water 
Planning Guidance date April 
2024 

CCC https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-
library/Surface-Water-Planning-Guidance.pdf 
 

 

 

 

  

https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/190516-final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf
https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf
https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf
https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf
https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf
https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf
https://democracy.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s85309/Cambridgeshire%20Flood%20and%20Water%20SPD.pdf
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/Surface-Water-Planning-Guidance.pdf
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/Surface-Water-Planning-Guidance.pdf
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Appendix C – Alconbury Weston Local Green spaces  

Village Green 

C1. The Village Green comprises 2 areas of 

grass that are separated by North Road.  There is 

a significant tree located on the Village Green 

and, recently a bench commemorating the 

crowning of King Charles III, was sited on the 

green. 

C2. The village green is used for various 

events during the year and requests to use the 

Village Green require approval from the Parish 

Council prior to the event. 

C3. The area carries protected status as a 

village green. 

Owner : Alconbury Weston Parish Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

Close 
Proximity 

Demonstrably Special Significance Local in 
Character Beauty Historic 

Significance 
Recreational 

Value 
Tranquillity Wildlife 

Richness 

ü  ü ü   ü 
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Hamerton Road Footbridge and Upstream Ford 

C4. The land either side of the upstream 

ford of the Alconbury Brook, on both sides of 

the brook is owned by the Alconbury Weston 

Parish Council.  The ford is vehicular right of 

way that is required to be maintained by the 

Cambridgeshire County Council Highways 

department.  The Parish Council have 

reminded Cambridgeshire County Council of 

their responsibilities, both directly and 

through our local councillor. 

C5.  This green space abuts directly up to 

the footbridge, of which the middle stanchion 

is of historic importance.  The surrounding 

land in this area is held to be of 

archaeological importance and maintenance 

of the green space in this area contributes to 

the beauty of the village. 

Owner: Alconbury Weston Parish Council 

 

 

 

 

 

Close 
Proximity 

Demonstrably Special Significance Local in 
Character Beauty Historic 

Significance 
Recreational 

Value 
Tranquillity Wildlife 

Richness 

ü ü ü ü   ü 

 

Land adjacent to Alconbury Brook on Hamerton Road 
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C6. The green area adjacent to the 

Alconbury Brook downstream of the lower ford 

in the Village is a major part of the character of 

the Village.  It is a peaceful place to sit and 

provides the backdrop to most photos taken to 

portray the character of the village. 

Owner: Alconbury Weston Parish Council 

 

 

 

Close 
Proximity 

Demonstrably Special Significance Local in 
Character Beauty Historic 

Significance 
Recreational 

Value 
Tranquillity Wildlife 

Richness 

ü ü  ü ü  ü 

 

Play Area at the end of Highfield Road 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C7. The Play area located at the end of Highfield Avenue is accessed via a grassed area 

immediately at the end of Highfield Avenue.  The Parish Council have access rights across this strip of 

land.  The play area contains various Child activity equipment that has been provided, and 
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maintained, by the Parish Council.  It is a facility used by children of all ages, and which the Parish 

Council would like to enhance. 

C8. There are trees both on the land and surrounding boundary, as well as established hedges 

that are home to a large spectrum of wildlife.  

Owner: Alconbury Weston Parish Council 

Close 
Proximity 

Demonstrably Special Significance Local in 
Character Beauty Historic 

Significance 
Recreational 

Value 
Tranquillity Wildlife 

Richness 

ü   ü  ü ü 

 

Other Green Spaces 

Tanglewood 

C9. The semi-circular green area of grass 

was designed as a feature of the 

development.  It is owned by 

Huntingdonshire District Council and is 

maintained by Alconbury Weston Parish 

council on their behalf.  It contributes to the 

nature of the development and would 

greatly affect the setting and the character 

of Tanglewood if development was allowed 

on the site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Close 
Proximity 

Demonstrably Special Significance Local in 
Character Beauty Historic 

Significance 
Recreational 
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Tranquillity Wildlife 
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ü ü  ü   ü 
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Springfield Road and Highfield Avenue Areas 

 

C10. There are 6 individual areas of green space that were left undeveloped when the area of 

Highfield Avenue and Springfield Road were developed.  These areas provide welcome relief from 

what is now a crowded environment, due in the main to multi-car households, with limited parking 

available in this area. All of the individual areas are important, many of them having well-developed 

trees on the site, with the Parish Council recently planting additional trees to further improve the 

area.  They are considered to be a local characteristic of the area and it would be detrimental to the 

area if development was allowed. 

C11. The Parish council maintain these areas on behalf of the Huntingdonshire District Council. 

Owner: Huntingdonshire District Council 

Close 
Proximity 

Demonstrably Special Significance Local in 
Character Beauty Historic 

Significance 
Recreational 

Value 
Tranquillity Wildlife 

Richness 

ü ü  ü   ü 

 


