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Minutes of the Alconbury Weston Parish Council Extra-Ordinary meeting held on Monday 20th 
October 2025 @ 7.00 pm in the Alconbury Hall School Lane, Alconbury, Huntingdon, PE28 4EQ 

 
Councillors present: Councillor M. Mobius, Councillor J. Russell, Councillor N. Baker, Councillor N. Masi  
 
Also present: Mrs. L. Clowery (Clerk), Councillor I. Gardener.  Members of the public: o  
 
Councillor M. Mobius was appointed as chairman for the purposes of this meeting due to the absence of 
Councillor P. Baker.  
 
074.25-26 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr J. Tibbs (Work commitments), Cllr P. Baker 
 
075.25-26 - DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary and Other Interests, as set out in Chapter 7 of the 
Localism Act 2011 and the nature of those interests relating to any Agenda item. None received.  

 
  076.25-26 - PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

A maximum of 10 minutes is permitted for members of the public to address the meeting in relation to the         
business to be transacted at the meeting – No members of the public were present.  

 
077.25-26 - PLANNING  
       077.1 - Reference:  25/01752/FUL 
       Address: Buckworth Lodge Stud, Buckworth Road, Alconbury Weston  

Proposal: Erection of new equestrian stables, riding arena, car park, machinery barn and muck heap 
incorporating soft landscaping 
 
Decision – Councillor M. Mobius proposed to refuse this application, and this was supported by all 
councillors.  
 
Seconder - Councillor N. Baker  
 
Comments:  
 
It was felt that the comments sent for the previous application still stood and were asked to be 
resubmitted for this application.  
 
Alconbury Weston Parish Council Object to Planning Application 24/00549/FUL. 
The site for Planning application 24/00549/FUL is in the countryside, which the application acknowledges. 
Huntingdonshire Local Plan LP 10 states that ‘Development in the countryside will be restricted to the 
limited and specific opportunities as provided for in other policies of this plan’.  The site of this application 
is close to the built-up boundary of the village and a footpath runs through the field.  The field is of 
permanent pasture with significant numbers of wild flowers present and has historically been grazed by 
cattle and horses. The change of use to an equestrian complex will significantly change the vista, which 
the Parish Council believes is a significant change to the ‘intrinsic character and beauty of the 
countryside’. We do not believe that there is a requirement for this development at the proposed 
site.  There are other locations on the current site of Buckworth Lodge Stud Ltd that will meet this need. 
This application must satisfy LP19 – Rural Economy. This application falls into the category of expansion 
of an existing business. As this application is to expand the business outside of its current operational site 
into open countryside it must meet several criteria. The Parish Council notes that the application fails to 
satisfy the following criteria: 
1.           There are opportunities to make more efficient use of the land within the current site. There would 
appear to be opportunity to build additional stables on the current site of Buckworth Lodge Stud Ltd.  The 
second access that was recently built to the current site was to provide access to the current business and 
the new stable block could be located close to this entrance. However, the business would need additional 
grazing land if the new stables were built and this recently acquired field could fulfil that requirement by a 
short internal transit from the current site for the horses to access this field. This access has already been 
constructed. 
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2.           The scale, character and siting of the proposal will have a detrimental impact on its immediate 
surroundings and the wider landscape.  

a. The scale of the stables being proposed is too great for the site on which the development is 
proposed. The site area is declared to be 4.8 Hectares.  This is 11.86 acres. The BHS 
recommends 1-1.5 acres per horse.  Assuming 1 acre per horse, and the footprint of the 
stables/manege was negligible then a maximum of 12 horses could be supported on the site for 
which the stables are proposed.  The site cannot support 25 horses. 

b. The supplied documentation states that hay deliveries will occur every 1-2 months.  The proposed 
hay store is undersize to provide hay for 25 horses for 1 month.  A separate hay/feed store, in 
addition to the proposed store will be required for an equestrian development of this size.  

c. There is no proposed internal access road to the current site of Buckworth Lodge Stud Ltd from 
the new development premises. Access from Buckworth Lodge Stud Ltd is only via public road, 
and this makes the development a new site for the business outside of its existing operational site, 
not an extension of the current site.   

d. If there is a need for stables on this site then the stables could be sited immediately adjacent to 
the current business site, at the North end of the field in which the development is 
proposed.  Access from the public highway would be via the 2 established entrances from 
Buckworth Road that the business currently uses, and internally through the entrance to this field 
that has been constructed from the current business site.  The proposed access to the highway 
would not be required, and any new stables would not be easily seen from the public road. 

e. There does not appear to be any design within the development to store and treat the foul 
sewage/effluent and trade waste from the 25 horses that will be on site.  This could cause 
significant environmental issues if not dealt with correctly. 

The applicants have recently purchased this field and since purchasing the land they have not grazed any 
horses on the site.  It is claimed that the site of this proposed development has always been associated 
with the equestrian business.  It has been used intermittently as grazing land, both for cattle and more 
recently for shire horses when they have not been working.  There has been no previous equestrian use of 
the land.  Unless there has been a recent change of use submitted, then this land is classed as agricultural 
land and an application for change of use to equestrian would be required. 
 
 
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING Monday 24th November 2025, Alconbury Sports and Social 
Club  
 
Meeting closed at 7.42pm  


