ALCONBURY WESTON PARISH COUNCIL

www.alconburyweston-pc.gov.uk
Parish Clerk: Louise Clowery
6 Manor Farm Cottages Warboys Road Pidley Cambridgeshire PE28 3DA
pgrishclerk@a!conburywestonparish—pc.gov.uk
Tel: 07368 271251

Minutes of the Alconbury Weston Annual Parish Meeting held on

Monday 19" May 2025 at 7.00pm in Alconbury Sports and Social Club.

Present: Councillor P. Baker, Councillor M.Mobius, Councillor J. Russell, Councillor M. Waring,
Councillor N. Baker, Mrs. L. Clowery (Clerk), Councillor 1. Gardener, 3 members of the public.

1.

2.

Apologies for absence. None received.

To approve the minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 20t May 2024. These
were read out by Councillor. Waring and approved by all.

Proposer ~ Councillor M. Waring Seconder - Councillor J. Russell.
Parish Council Chairman’s report. (appended to the minutes)

This report was read out by the Chairman.

Annual report from District/County Councillor. (appended to the minutes)
This was read out by Councillor I. Gardener.

To consider resolutions received - Resolutions may be submitted to the Clerk up till 5pm
on 15™ May 2025. No resolutions had been received by the Clerk in advance of this
meeting.

The meeting closed at 19.11pm.




Chairman’s Report for ’24 — ’'25.

It was a huge privilege to be elected in 2024 to the post of Chairman and | would like to extend my
huge thanks to the various Parish Councillor’s who have done so much for the village and have - in
truth led the way with their various roles and endeavors.

The 24 -’25 term has experienced a considerable amount of change. Both in the make-up of the PC
and the huge amount of activities that we’ve been involved in. No small feat for such a — relatively —
small village.

The Neighbourhood plan has made significant progress and I'd like to thank Mark W, Mark M, Mel &
Bob for their extensive work in pulling this together into it’s current state.

As always there has been a considerable number of planning applications and — | strongly believe -
that the PC has conducted itself professionally, appropriately, fairly and robustly in playing our part
in the review of planning applications, despite — at times less proactivity from our Local Planning
Authority. We have had some successes at vinegar hill, and across the board ensured that our
primary focus with reviewing applications is assessing the potential flood risk and — where possible —
ensuring that any new developments, of any type positively reduce the risk of flooding to Alconbury
Weston and the wider Alconbury Brook Catchment. Alongside this work with planning the PC
actively engages and supports TABFG who's views are aligned to ours and working towards our
common goal of significantly reducing flood risk and — crucially — the risk of property damaged
associated with flooding.

I spoke about the change in councilors that occurred during the early part of the term and | am even
more excited by our current new intake of vibrant and committed Parish Councillor’s in the future.

I've probably forgotten a few other significant activities, for that my humble apologies. Please
correct me later. For now, I'd just like to say a huge thank you to all Councillor’s and our wider,
lovely village.




Alconbury Weston Annual Parish Council Meeting — May 2025
Good evening

As your County & District Councillor, over the last 12months | have sat on the following committees
on the County Council, Highways & Transportation, Environment & Green Investment, Planning,
Communities Social Mobility & Inclusion and the Fire Authority.

On the District Council | have sat on the following Committees, Overview & Scrutiny Performance &
Growth, Licencing and Protection and Development Management (Planning). As well as the
Alconbury & Ellington IDB. | am also a HDC nominated Governor on Kimbolton School.

Following this years County Council Elections on May 1%, the County Council is now Liberal Democrat
controlled as they have 31 of the 61 seats. | was returned with a 601 majority on a turnout of 39.5%.
The Council’s make up is now Lib Dem 31, Conservative 10, Reform 10, Labour 6, Greens 3 and
Independents 2.

Last year the County Council was in no overall control and is run by a Joint Administration of Lib
Dem, Labour and Independent Councillors.

The County Council is in the process of inspecting Rights of Way to ensure they are accessible, if
there are any that are overgrown in your parish, please let me know, or the officer at Cambs CC Dan
Wiggs, so they can be added to the inspections.

The County Council is proposing to review all 20mph schemes after two years.

The District Council is also in No Overall Control and run by an Administration led by Liberal
Democrats, including Labour, independents and Green Councillors. The Administation put up its
council Tax by the maximum 5%

This year the Lib Dem Administration incl‘uding Labour and Independents again voted to increase the
County Council proportion of your Council Tax bill by 2.99% and the Adult Social Care Levy by 2%
giving a total increase of 4.99%,

along with additional funding for flood mitigation in rural areas. Unfortunately, this was voted down
by the administration by 31 votes to 17 with 2 abstentions.

funding in previous years.

This year has again seen changes in the Highways Department at the County Council , the most
notable being that we now have a New Highways Officer in Sarah Budd who replaced Karen
Southwell.

If you see a fault regarding the highways, be it a pothole, damaged footpaths, blocked gully’s etc,
please report it on the County Council Website so that it is officially logged.

Under the new reporting tool, you will be able to keep track of your report, ie does it meet

intervention levels, if so when the repair will take place etc.



Regarding Kimbolton Fire Station, the Fire Authority is now going to look at the needs for the whole
Fire Service across the County and Peterborough going forward. The Fire authority wants to ensure
that they have a robust plan in place that will provide a better service across the County before they
the authority starts to reallocate existing resources and make a final decision on where they come
from.

The Fire Authority recognise that following the public meeting regarding the possible closure of
Kimbolton Fire Station that several people have come forward and applied to be On- Call Firefighters
this has had a positive impact on Kimbolton’s availability, which is now up to over 85% availability. |
would therefore urge anyone interested in becoming an On Call Firefighter at Kimbolton to apply.

This year’s LHI Bids will be reviewed in June/July with the report going to the October meeting of the
Highways and Transportation committee.

The District Council has various Garden Waste Initiatives these being providing Parish Councils with
up to 10 Community Bins at a Community Location for resident’s use. These would be emptied as
part of the fortnightly garden bin collections.

Residents can apply for Subsidised Home Composters at a cost of £10 plus delivery costs directly to
Composting. The subsidy applies to a maximum of 2 composters. Please visit Get Composting, enter
your postcode and select Blackwell 220 litre Black Compost Convertor and the discount will be
automatically applied.

Parish Councils can also request Green Bins which the PC can allocate to residents who currently
maintain HDC Land. Each request will be verified prior to approval.

Free Compost will be provided to Parish Councils. HDC will arrange the delivery of a skip of compost
to a designated location within the parish, where the skip will be emptied and the loose compost will
be available for residents to collect.

Green Bin Collection Impact assessments ongoing regarding landfill reduction, recycling rates, food
waste management, fly tipping and revenue generation versus environmental costs.

From April 2026 each household will be provided with new food waste caddies (2) to ensure food
waste is collected weekly.

HDC will be undertaking Civil Parking Enforcement, the target implementation date is August 26

With regards to HDC Planning — Planning enforcement continues to face significant challenges due to
increased caseload, resource limitations etc

The New HDC Local Plan faces complications due to Revised Government Targets, HDC entering
“tilted balance” status due to insufficient 5 year housing supply , due to the Governments new
targets. This could result in development outside existing and emerging local plans. It is hoped with
the New local plan this will be resolved.

The Combined Authority has replaced the Ting Demand Responsive Transport Scheme in November
with the Tiger Demand Responsive Transport scheme.

The key changes to the scheme are that travel will be between designated virtual bus stops found on
the interactive map on the company’s website.



A new telephone number for bookings which is 01480 595440 and that bookings can be made up to
48 hrs in advance. Payment is made by Credit or Debit card at the time of booking as Drivers cannot
accept cash or card payments.

The service operates Monday to Saturday 06.30am to 07.00pm. With no service on Sundays on Bank
Holidays.

The New Labour Government has decided to implement Local Government reorganisation. Which in
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough will see the abolition of District Councils including
Huntingdonshire, Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough City Council. Which are likely to
be replaced by possibly 2 Unitary Authorities which would be responsible for all Services currently
undertaken by the County and District Councils. The Councils must provide Government with their
draft proposals by the end of March with their final proposal by the end of November. If the Councils
cannot agree then the Government will determine the boundaries of the New Authorities.

It is proposed that the New Authorities will come into existence in May 2027 as Shadow Authorities,
following elections in that year to the new authorities. With the existing District and County Councils
being abolished in May 2028 when the New Authorities would take over.

The 2026 HDC Elections may be cancelled the final decision is expect no later than Feb 26

Additional responsibilities will be given to the Mayor, including Strategic Planning. The proposal will
also affect the Fire and Police Authorities as | get more information, | will let you know.

Finally, I would like to thank the Parish Council for their support over the last twelve months and to
say that it has been an honour to represent you on the County & District Councils.

Clir lan Gardener
County Councillor Alconbury & Kimbolton Division

District Councillor Alconbury Ward




